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With a continent almost at large as 
America, isolated from the rest of the 
world, with the oceans between. Aus- 
tralia has been left to work out its eco- 
nomic and political problems in its own 
way— to meet the conditions that sur- 
round it— guided by the experience of 
older lands. With a population all told, 
including New Zealand. Australasia as 
a whole has, possibly, between five and 
six millions— a big country 'or such a 
small number. Yet in spite of that, the 
workers are in exactly tr. • same eco- 
nomic slavery, insecurity and depend- 
ence as their class everywhere. 

The best of the land and its mineral 
wealth is monopolized and in the hands 
of Australian and British capitalists, 
who act a* capitalists arc expected to. 
Tli. staple product* of the country are 
wo..!, minerals and the ddry industry. 
TW laircr is rapidly developing, owing 
to the modern factory system. As to lx* 
expected, manufacturers are only small 
concerns to what America can show but 
tlfrv are growing, especially in the two 
chief cities— Sydney and Melbourne. 
I he new tariff will build them, at all 
events: that is the intention behind it. 
Trustification is proceeding apace here. 
We have the coal and shipping combines 
working together: the tobacco combine, 
brick combine and ofhers either formed 
or in process of formation: though an 
anti-trnM law is trying to prevent their 
growth, with the usual fai'ure. All kinds 
of "labor" legislation has been passed, 
both in Australia and New Zealand, to 
put the brake on capitalist development 
and rapacity, witn very little real bene- 
fit to labor, and simply retarding the 
inevitable crowth of capitalism towards 
its logical development and end. 

Craft unionism has been built up here 
on the usual ba*is of brotherhood be- 
tween capitalist and worker, who have 
little differences at times, as brothers 
will. Up to six years ago there was 
some fight and repressiveness, even on 
craft lines, but since then the workers 
have tied themselves up with wages 
boards in Victo-ia compulsory arbitra- 
tion courts in this state (New South 
Wales'). West Australia and New Zea- 
land. The wages boards provide for an 
equal nunnVr of workers and capitalist 
delegates, presided over by an "impar- 
tial" chairman, who. by a majority vote* 
make a "do«ermina»ion." which becomes 
binding on the industry for a stated term. 
Ho"rs are fixed and a minimum wage, 
which. needless to add, bepomes the 
maximum wage. 

Sotnc'imes the "determinators w are ac- 
cented without protest, as the board has 
taken the fanes from the workers, who 
have been drueged by their political 
leaders tn»o submission. Occasionally, 
however, thev kick. A few months ago 
the Bakers' Union of Melbourne had 
been awarded £2 14s Od (about $14) a 
week, but upon the bosses appealing to 
the court of appeal, which consists of 
one man. Judge Hood, the award was 
reversed and the wages lowered to suit 
the bosses. The bakers struck, but owing 
to a want of solidarity among the bosses, 
and aided bv a middle-class concern, the 
Civil Service Co-operative Society, they 
won and restored the higher rate, though 
the idiocy and srabbery of craft union- 
ism once' more displayed itself. In sol- 
emn meeting assembled the Bread 
Carters' Union resolved not to come out 
on strike with the bakers, but they would 
support them financially— and cart "scab 
bread! Rich, wasn't it? 

After six vears* experience in N. S. W. 
the Arbitration Court is discredited and 
will soon come to an end. The present 
state government is a "reform." t re- 
actionary one and is going to substitute 
wares boards in place of the court. The 
official "l-nbnr party" and the union offi- 
cials and all the papers are after jobs- 
fakers are up in arms against the aboli- 
tion of the court. 

To strike or instigate a strike, or to 
lock out workers, arc penal offences and 
entail heaw penalties and imprisonment 
if put into' effect. Strikes have repcat- 
edlv taken place, and lockouts by the 
bo«'scs. but the law has not taken any 
action or n«ed its powers. Nevertheless, 
the act has been a splendid weapon for 
the fakers' brigade and the "Labor 
pnrtie*" to bludgeon the workers into 
«ihinis«ion time after time. One of the 
tno«t «triki"c illustrations of the scab- 
ben- and treachery of craft unionism 
was the coal strike here a couple of 
months back. In the largest coal field 
of Wralia. the Newcastle and Mait- 
land district, every mine worker came 
out and stood a solid unit, and had 
thincs completely tied up. 

Rut the miners of 'he Southern and 
Western districts of the state remained 
at work, producing supplies, and in reply 
to the requests of the Northern men to ' 
come out in sympathy with them, re- 
mained at work, their officials urging 
them not to be so foolish as to strike: 
backed np by the whole capitalist press, 
which was ruling those men every day. 
Had the coal miners as a body been 
solid, the Northern men must have won : 
further than that, such a fine working 
class spirit was aroused that not only 
would there have been a splendid dis- 
play of solidarity among the miners, but 
the working class as a whole would have 
been roused to action and the inugura- 
tion of the f. W. W. brought within 
measurable distance. 
The strike was broken by the state 
" - b whole ol the 



now the direct-opposition), who prac- 
tically took possession of the strike and 
had the miners ordered back to work. 
A new tribunal of members— the judge 
of the Arbitration Court, a representa- 
tive of the owners and the president of 
the miners* federation. The premier 
drew up the terms and conditions to be 
discussed, so the "new tribunal" is ex- 
actly the same in form and effect as the 
Compulsory Arbitration Court, except 
that its decisions will not be legally bind- 
ing, though it means that, anyhow; and 
the president of the miners has been ad- 
vocating the I. W. W. and the preamble, 
>o how lie can reconcile his present posi- 
tion and still claim to believe in the I. 
\V. \V. is a problem he alone can solve. 
I HE I. W. W. POSITION IN AUS- 
TRALIA. 
The following brict statement will 
give our fellow workers in American the 
facts and truth as to the I. W. W. prop- 
aganda in Australia: 

J he S. L. I', of Australia has been 
and still is in line with the S. L P. of 
America and follows its work and 
activities with the greatest interest, and 
from the time when the historical Chi- 
cago manifesto was issued to the Ameri- 
can workers every stage of the growth 
and development of the I. W. W. has 
been followed by us with the closest at- 
tention. It was only after prolonged 
discussion and consideration, after the 
first convention and launching of the 
I. W. W., that the S. L P. of this coun- 
try, some eighteen months ago, by a vote 
of its members, definitely and enthusi- 
astically adopted the preamble and prin- 
ciples of Twentieth Century Industrial 
Unionism. 

As a working class revolutionary so- 
cialist party we recognized the fatuous 
futility of achieving socilism without the 
organized conscious, intelligent economic 
might of the working class industrially 
organized to back up the socialist ballots. 

At the last general elections, twelve 
months ago, the S. L P., with the full 
senate elected for this state, the whole 
state one electorate, and adult suffrage 
prevailing, the party unfurled the I. W. 
W. program and made its advocacy one 
of the chief methoods of our propa- 
ganda. Therefore, the honor belongs to 
the S. L. P. of being the first to intro- 
duce and advocate the question in Aus- 
tralia. Since then it has been increas- 
ingly advocated by the party, and our 
official and party owned press, "The 
People," has enthusiastically and contin- 
uously preached and taught it to the 
working class. The conspiracy of the , 
Shermanites was exposed in its col- 
umns and the real position placed before 
the Australian workers. 

At a conference held in Melbourne of 
people in trade groups, calling them- 
selves socialists, and which was attended • 
bv the S. L P. (a report of which ap- 
peared in The Industrial Bulletin), the 
I. W. W. was discused and the resolu- 
tion on the preamble in that report was 
drafted by the S. L P. delegates. In 
passing, it might be mentioned there is 
not "Socialist unity" in Australia yet, 
as the S. L P. does not belong to, nor 
is it likely to. the so-called "Socialist 
Federation of Australia." That is dealt 
with in another place, as readers of the 
weekly People will see. 

Having made the I. W. W. known, 
and not desiring to have it attached to 
the S. L P., it was decided to follow the 
example of our comrades of the British 
S. L. P. and establish I. W. W. clubs as 
the first stage towards its full inaugura- 
tion in Australia. A condensation of 
the Chicago manifesto, with a few Aus 
tralian illustrations of the impotency and 
scahbery of craft unionism, was issued 
to the working class. Special meetings 
to discuss industrial unionism were held, 
and finally the I. W. W. Club was es- 
tablished in Sydney three months ago. 
Since then clubs have been started in 
the 'Newcastle coal district and at the 
chief copper mining center of Cobar. 
So far the results arc most encouraging. 
The object of the dubs is to gather to- 
gether all who believe in the preamble 
and principles of the I. W. W. to advo- 
cate and agitate till the work done justi- 
fies the calling of a convention to launch 
the organization in Australia and bring 
the workers of this country into line 
with their American brethren and Euro- 
pean fellows in 'he world-bond of 
so'idarity under the flag of the twentieth 
century International — the Industrial 
Workers of the World. 

The task ahead is one of difficulty, one 
made more so by the manacles of wages 
boards, arbitration courts and "labor 
legislation" which the faker middle-class 
reactionary labor parties, federal and 
state. ha\*e fastened onto the workers of 
this land. In spite of all that, however, 
the principles of the I. W. W. meet wi'h 
hearty approval from the rank and file 
of the workers, who invariably agree 
that it is the only kind of unionism 
which* is going to free labor and emanci- 
pate the whole working class. In the 
mining districts splendid I. W. W. prop- 
aganda has and is being done, and we 
look to those industrial centers is among 
the first which will actively organize 
themselves under the banner of revolu- 
tionary industrial unionism. The late 
miners' strike brought the question to 
the front and made the capitalist press 
take notice of ft. Those papers did 
tndid •propaganda for us by 
the preamble, with, of course, 



now fairly well known, and what they 
stand for is likewise accurately under- 
stood by the capitalist press, and the 
more far-seeing of the owning class. 

The foregoing is merely an outline of 
conditions in Australia, and the first of 
a scries of articles which we hope to 
contribute from time to time, showing 
our fellow toilers of America how labor 
stands under the Southern Cross. With 
hearty congratulations and sincere ad- 
miration to our American comrades for 
tiie great fight they have made to lead 
the world's workers on the right track 
towards their emancipation, we in Aus- 
tralia send you hearty greetings, and 
hope the day is not far distant when 
the Australian section of the Industrial 
Workers of the World will be an ac- 
complished fact. Fraternally, 
Jas. O. Moroncy, Gen. Sec'y S. L P. 

Sydney, Australia, Dec. 17, 1907. 



A Miner's Views of 
Capitalist Unionism 



By O. H. Fryhoff 

Not having seen a statement from any 
of the salves in the mines regarding the 
trade union, its power to raise wages or 
to shorten the work day, I will try and 
analyze it in the light of experience ob- 
tained in the main body of the A. F. of 
L. The readers of The Bulletin may like 
to know something about the processes 
by which this union does the workers. 
To my mind to say that the trade union 
raises wages, shortens the work day, is 
an exaggeration. When looked at in 
the light of the law of value or in the 
face of economic development is is 
carrying misinformation to the working 
class. 

In the particular industry in which I 
sell my labor power— that is, in the coal 
industry— the trade union has possessed 
no such power. A perusal of the history 
of this union will prove this. The eight- 
hour day, now said to be universally en- 
joyed, was granted in 1898 by the op- 
erators of the four competitive states, 
namely, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Penn- 
sylvania. The controlling factor in the 
bituminous coal field was and is Frank 
L. Robbins. At that time the U. M. W. 
had 32.000 members : no money in na- . 
tionat, state or local treasuries. Now, 
if we, under those conditions, could de- 
mand and enforce a measure so impor- 
tant as the eight-hour work day, how 
comes it that *'xyears later, with a mem- 
bership of 3SO.000 and millions of dol- 
lars in our treasuries, we were compelled 
to accept a reduction of 5 55-100 per 
cent? The fact in the matter is simply 
this: Robbins. the greatest handler of 
bituminous coal, saw as a result of im- 
proved methods in its production that 
Hie eight-hour day would be more pro- 
ductive than the ten-hour system with 
the primitive methods of production. His 
foresight has been amply demonstrated 
to be correct, and if it had not been so 
proven we could not retain this shorter 
work day against the will of the op- 
erators, as witness the failure of all the 
strikes of any consequence in the 
bituminous field. 

And again, in regard to raising wages, 
we in Iowa U. M. W. of A. are not a 
part of the interstate movement. Our 
scale committee must await the action 
of this joint interstae scale committee 
before they can say how much the miner 
in Iowa should receive for his labor 
power. Now, dear reader, if you can 
imagine a joint committee, composed say 
of twenty men, ten operators and ten 
miners, going into conference, operators 
representing those who buy labor power 
and the miners those who sell it. The 
seller asking those who buy to help those 
who sell to put a price on what they 
have to sell, with equal voice in the 
transaction, and then come out of the 
scale committee room and say, "We have 
raised your wages." The operator held 
the key to the cupboard, hence it is read- 
ily seen these conferences are only a 
blind to make trading easy and cheap 
for the buyer of the commodity, labor. 
Robbins in this case has the controlling 
voice, because he possesses or represents 
those who possess the beds of coal. 

The fact is that real wages arc lower 
today than ever before; that is to say, 
between the amount we produce and the 
part we receive there is ever a greater 
proportion going to the operator and a 
smaller one to the miner. Again, the 
total sum paid in wages and put f. o. b. 
cars does not suggest how it is dis- 
tributed. Here again is a great point 
wholly regulated by the employer for 
his interest, namely, the graduated wage 
scale, which in the coaf industry gives to 
one-third of the workers two-thirds of 
the pay, and /the remaining one-third to 
the two-thirds, and the two-thirds in 
most conventions are lost sight of. Only 
those who are really in contact with the 
working, living, every day conditions of 
the so-called joint contract are helpless, 
and inefficient is the so-called union of 
miners. 

For instance, Resolution 5 of our pres- 
ent contract reads: "The power to hire 
and discharge and the management of 
the mine, the direction of the working 
force, is vested in the operator, and the 
U. M. W. of A. will not abridge this 
right." This handicaps, shackles and 
gags us, and is another proof of a capi- 
talist union. Picture this unf 



ganized in as many trade and craft 

unions as there are jobs in the produc- 
tion of coal. This is properly styled a 
capitalist union. The capitalist recog- 
nizes and uses it as such. He recognizes 
it just as he does the mining machine 
or other improved device used in the 
production of coal. In the face of all 
this, can we uphold these traps of the 
operators, misnamed unions to the work- 
ers, as having merit worthy of consid- 
eration? 

But the workers have rallied to the 
call of the officers of this union to strike 
on various pretexts in some cases, as in 
the anthracite strike, to get rid of a sur- 
plus, supply at a stimulated price. How 
the dupes in the bituminous fields came 
to the rescue with 10 per cent of their 
gross earnings, while the operators made 
millions out of the stock on hand I How 
neatly the game was played in the clos- 
ing role of arbitration. Most of the 
men in this strike have got from under 
the spell and have taken leave of ab- 
sence. We became very rich in money 
and generous to the bankers, and in this 
present panic we agreed to take scrip as 

ftart pay, notwithstanding we have mil- 
ions on deposit in the banks, which 
represents bread, clothes, shoes and fuel, 
taken in the form of initiation fees, dues 
and asscsmcnt, which, as a matter of 
fact, came from those who were poorest 
paid. 

Every bituminous strike of any con- 
sequence has been lost. The workers 
have in the last anyalsis received no ben- 
efit from defense funds ; the general con- 
dition is worse now than before we were 
organized in this capitalist union, not- 
withstanding the fact that we have a 
death benefit fund today, and nine out 
of every ten are compelled to draw on 
this fund when they lose a loved one. 
This is a whip that the officers use to 
hold in line those who do not do their 
own thinking. 

Sut the general ability of this organ- 
ization to meet the fraternal demands is 
best judged bv the expression of Con- 
gressman Nichols, president of one of 
the Pennsylvania districts, on a bill 
pending before Congress to give pensions 
to employes, widows and their orphans. 
He heartily endorsed the measure, which 
implies a lack of ability on the part of 
this great union to take care of its mem- 
bers. So much for the tin god of fra- 
ternalism we are worshipping; it it both 
deaf, dumb and blind. Look at the con- 
ditions of work: everything driven at 
breakneck speed in the mad rush for 
profit ; no time to look after health, limb 
or life; no leisure for recreation or im- 
provement—look at the loss of men 
killed last year in the mines. Over all 
the mines there should be one sign, 
"Abandon hope, ye who enter here." 

This summary would not be complete 
if I failed to say that the check-off sys- 
tem was the great sceptre used to en- 
force the mandates of the operators. A 
fitting verification of Marx's statement 
that the tendency of wages is cver'to- 
wards the minimum standard until a 
new and fundamental revolution in the 
mode of production shall again overturn 
it and establish a new historical form. 
In this revolutionary movement I am 
pleased to work; it has given birth to 
the I. W. W., a class conscious, sys- 
tematic organization of social labor, the 
redeemer of mankind. 

G. H. FRYHOFF. 



Meeting of General Executive 
Board Held on December 
22, at I. W. W. Head- 
quarters, New York 



Pursuant to call by the General 
Secretaries of the I. W. W., the mem- 
bers of the General Executive Board 
convened at New York City, N. Y., 
at 10 o'clock a. m., at the local head- 
quarters of the Industrial Workers 
of the World. 

General Secretary-Treasurer Wm. 
E. Trautmann called the meeting to 
order; and asked for the nomination 
of a chairman to preside at these ses- 
sions of the board. 

Upon motion of Cole, Fellow 
Worker B. H. Williams was elected 
chairman. 

Secretary Trautmann was called 
upon to call the roll and explain why 
the general organizer, Vincent St. 
John, and Executive Board Member 
Fred Heslewood were absent. 

The following executive board 
members responded to the call of roll: 
B. H. Williams, Wm. Yates, T. J. 
Cole, Secretary-Treasurer Wm. E. 
Trautmann. 

Secretary Trautmann explained 
briefly what prompted him to call for 
a vote on the proposition to call a spe- 
cial session of the G. E. B.; and read 
the replies from all the members; all 
voted in the affirmative; he also read 
the telegram of Heslewood, to wit: 

"Call General Executive Board in 
New York. I will endorse every- 
thing," showing that he was fully in 
accord with the suggestions contained 
in the propositions submitted to the 
members of the General Executive 
Board. 

Vincent St. John could not be pres- 
ent because the wounds inflicted by 
the assassin Mullaney necessitated 
confinement to a hospital in Chicago; 
but he had given his views on the va- 
rious subjects; and he had agreed that 
the vital matters could only be 
handled fn a aessrort < M <li« General 
Executive Board. 

Secretary Trautmann then pro- 
ceeded with the reading of letters; 
copies of which had been sent to the 
members of the General Executive 
Board and the call for a vote on the 
request to have the entire board con- 
voked in a session, towit: 

"URGENT! 
"To the Members of the General Ex- 
ecutive Board, I. W. W„ Dec. 12, 
1907. 

"Fellow Workers:— Enclosed find 
copies of letters received today. Con- 
sider all points carefully. On the mat- 
ter submitted by Eugene Fischer, I 
had a talk with T. J. Cole, and also 
went over the ground thoroughly with 
Vincent St. John, who arrived yester- 
day from Goldfield, Nevada, where he 
left * ' 



est importance. You may remember 
that the I. W. W. speakers and volun- 
teers aided materially the striking har- 
bor workers of New York, Hoboken 
and Jersey City in their strike last 
year. As a result thereof these unions 
(all independent of the A. F. of L.) 
asked continually for speakers of .the 

"I do not think that Fischer is ex- 
aggerating, and from information re- 
ceived right along it is evident that 
the waterfront workers of New York 
City, Hoboken, Jersey City and sur- 
rounding ports can be organized in 
the I. W. W., providing the matter of 
dues and department organizations can 
be arranged. The dockworkcrs in Ho- 
boken are mostly Germans and will 
perhaps ask for a great deal of ex- 
planation on some vital matters. Prej- 
udice created by the false and mis- 
leading articles of the New York 
'Volkszeitung' has to be removed, and 
that can only be accomplished in my 
opinion, by comply itig with the re- 
quest made by Fischer in behalf of the 
Industrial Council of New York City. 

"The matter of expense is the only 
obstacle, but Katz, Williams and 
Yates can reach New York in three 
to four hours. St. John very likely 
will be in New York at that time; 
Cole, as transportation worker, should 
not be absent when such a matter is 
taken up, the only considerable ex- 
pense of getting the entire board to- 
gether would be the traveling ex- 
penses of Heslewood, who is now in 
Kalispell, Montana. But Heslewood, 
if he could not come, would be sup- 
plied with complete copies of minutes 
of all proceedings and transactions. 

M I believe, and so does St. John, 
that the suggestion involved in the af- 
fairs of transportation workers and 
shoe workers, tritb-thec ' ' 



pital, 



one hour after leaving the hos- 



Lancastcr Strike Pond 

The following is a list Of contribu- 
tions to the Lancaster strike, reported 
by Rudolph Kate: 
Proceeds from oyster supper of 

L. U. 57, I. W. W....... $147.43 

Section Allentown, Pa., T. L. P. 

donation ; 10.00 

Section Allentown W. L. D. A. 

donation 2.00 

Amalgamated Association of Iron 

Workers, Lancaster 16.00 

Iron Moulders' Union, Lancaster 10.00 
Stationary Engineers' Union, 

Lancaster 5.00 

Carpenters' Union No. 1364, Lan- 
caster 10.00 

Collected by J. Marchel, Allen- 
town, Pa 9.85 

Ernest Besselman, Cal 1.00 

Branch I. L U. 152, I. W. W., 

Patcrson, N. J 25.00 

Branch II. Local 152, I. W. W., 

Paterson, N. J 25.00 

Branch III. L. U. 152, I. W. W., 

Paterson, N. J 10.00 

Branch IV. L. U. 152, I. W. W., 

Paterson, N. J 10.00 

Branch V. L. IT. 152, I. W. W., 

collection, Paterson, N. J. . . . 4.00 
L U. 152. I. W. W., collection, 

Paterson, N. J 11.50 

L. U. 152 on lists 16.35 

L. U. 152 24.00 

District Council 14.00 



$351.13 
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real wages or establishing 
work day! 

Yet we have what our so-called of- 
ficers say Is industrialism, because this 
operators' organizatioe takes juriidic- 



Mnunj Copies Wanted 

Edward Weinstein, 31 Str. f. Teodor 
31, Jasay, Roumania, wants the follow- 
ing copies of The Bulletin to complete 
a file: Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 33 and 4a 
Can you furnish them ? 

M. H. Shaynin, 307 E. Springfield 
avenue. Champaign, III., for the same 
purpose, calls for a copy of January 18, 
No. 47. 

We are unable to supply back num- 
bers of the paper without breaking office 
files, bat will have a few bound volumes 
for sale after February 22. 

If cheap labor In Japan makes cheap 
men, as they say, what kind of men does 
no labor make in America? The answer 



"On the subject matter explained in 
Thompson's letter, I wish to make a 
few points, and advise their considera- 
tion on your part. 

"I had occasion to investigate the 
latest developments in the process of 
unrest manifested among the workers 
in the boot and shoe industry. The 
shoemakers in the St. Louis factories 
were defeated in their last strike, in 
which approximately 10,000 workers 
participated. The strike was managed 
by pure and simplers, as well as by 
one of the lickspittles of the Sherman- 
Mahoney conglommeration, by the 
name of Harry Frank. 

"The defeat of the independent boot 
and shoe workers in St. Louis and 
Brockton, leaves the field again free 
to Tobin and his lieutenants, and 
Mickey will not be able to rally under 
the banner of "reconstructed^ indus- 
trial unionism any number of workers 
engaged in the boot and shoe indus- 
try. 

"The January convention of recon- 
structionists, as you all know by this 
time, if it ever takes place will only 
be held for the purpose of swinging 
the Western Federation of Miners 
into the American Federation of La- 
bor. The plan of alt independents is 
thus spoiled. 

"Now to Thompson's questions: 
The third convention failed to define 
how many workers in one industry 
are needed to -form a National Indus- 
trial Union, which after the formation 
of a department organisation is con- 
neceted therewith as a subdivision. 

"I myself will not assume the re- 
sponsibility of answering this vital 
question until all members of the G. 
E. B. arrive at a general understand- 
ing on the matter. 

"Thompson's idea relative to issuing 
a call for a contention of boot and 
shoe workers suggests itself strongly 
for immediate action. 

"After you have gone over this mat- 
ter in a manner dictated by expe- 
rience, you will give your opinion as 
to issuing a manifesto, and as the fol- 
lowing matter, ttill more Important 
needs your immediate attention and 
consequent action, let me know 
whether yon wish that such a plan be 
followed out and a manifesto drawn 
op, which I would prepare 
mit/for your eoneiderntiori. 



brought about by three years' propa- 
ganda among these workers, is the 
most important matter that ever con- 
fronted the I. W. W. since its incep- 
tion, and we should not be derelict 
in taking advantage of the situation. 

"The second letter of Fischer, copy 
of which is also enclosed, was received 
when the foregoing was ready to be 
mailed. I find it necessary to add a 
few more comments. 

"The request is made to stretch the 
constitution to meet the immediate re- 
quirements asked for by the water- 
front workers. 

"You are perhaps not aware of the 
fact that the Western Federation of 
Miners when once a part of the I. W. 
W., paid the department tax of 8 1-3 
cents per month per member, at the 
rate of 21,000 members, but half of 
that amount was always returned for 
legal, strike and other relief expenses. 

"The longshore workers can later 
on, if they become a part of the I. W. 
W., be shown the necessity of increas- 
ing the dues, in order to be able to 
comply with the provisions of the 
general constitution of the I. W. W„ 
but for the time being an arrangement 
ought to be agreed upon by which 
these transportation workers can be 
induced to become a component part 
of the I. W. W. 

'.'But I believe this matter should 
be acted on at once, and therefore I 
ask you to answer immediately, and 
if necessary by wire, 'Western Union 
Telegraph Office, collect charges/ 
whether you think it necessary to call 
a meeting of the G. E. B. in New 
York City for December 22nd to take 
up these important matters, so that I 
can inform the active workers in the 
shoe industry as well as the committees 
of the transportation workers about 
your views and decision. 

"Another important matter needs 
your attention, but as it is necessary 
to submit these matters immediately, 
I will close with request for immedi- 
ate reply. 

"Yours for Industrial Freedom, 
"WM. E. TRAUTMANN, 
"General Secrtary-Treasttrer." 
Secretary Trautmann stated t.irther 
that he had notified Organizer Thomp- 
son to be in New York City to appear 
before the G. E. B.; and at the sug- 
gestion of General Executive Board 
Member Wm. Yates, he had also in- 
vited Fellow Worker J. Tracey, sec- 
retary of the Lasters' Union of Lynn, 
Mass., as said Tracey was one of the 
best posted men on affairs relating to 
the various organizations of boot and 
shoe workers; and was well ae» 

Juaintcd with developments in the In- 
ustrial Workers of the World, for ha 
had been a delegate to the first con- 
vention at which the organization was 
founded; and knew about the fight 
made at the second convention to rid 
the organization of all fakir elements. 

Secretary Trautmann aked that his 
actions be approved, as all parties 
notified about the meeting and as to 
the subject matters upon which they 
were to give their views ware present 
. No objection being .raised the chair 
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TIME FOR RENEWAL 

The time for renewal of subscriptions to THE BULLETIN by those 
who responded to our call nearly a year ago is approaching. February . 22nd 
will be the date of the paper completing the first volume. At that time a 
large number of subscriptions will expire. 

The interest in Industrial Unionism and the I. W. W. will be 
is greater, this year than last. You will want to keep track of its growing 
influence; you will want to know about its development in Australia and 
Great Britain, where it has already started; you will be anxious for first- 
hand information about the movement in other countries, where it is going 
to start. This news of the movement throughout the world THE BUL- 
LETIN will bring you. The Australian field is now covered by a regular 
correspondent. Of course the fight on the organization at home will be kept 
up and you won't want to miss it. ... 

So we urge you to renew your subscription promptly. Notices 
piration are now being sent out; if you receive one, give it immediate 
tion. as the paper will be stopped unless you again order it. 

We have still on hand a supply of the Second and Third convention 
stenographic reports. While they last we will send a copy of either to those 
renewing for one year before February 22, and remitting 60 cents; that is 
you may have a copy of either of these valuable "ports 'FREE by paying 
the cost of postage in addition to 50 cents for THE BULLETIN for a year; 
or. for 75 cents, you may have BOTH reports free. 

Of the Third convention report there is only a small quantity; so if you 
desire to avail yourself of this offer, get in quick with 60 cents. Remember, 
either of the reports fthe first is a 600 page book) with the paper, one year, 
for 60 cents; both reports and the paper, 75 cents. 

CONTINUED SEGREGATION 

Wm. D. Haywood spoke at a meeting of the Central Federated Union of 
New York, on Sunday. Jan. 19. The New York Journal of the day following 
in its labor department printed a report of the meeting. The report was writ- 
ten by Joseph R. Buchanan, editor of the department, a newspaperman of 
long experience and quite generally regarded as entirely reliable m his state- 
ments. Mr. Buchanan says: , , , . , 

"While Mr. Haywood was awaiting his introduction to the central body, 
the editor of this column asked him how the Western Federation of Miners 
felt about the suggestion of affiliation with the American Federation of 
Labor." Substantially his answer was that while there was undobtedly a more 
friendly feeling toward the idea now than existed a year ago, the matter was 

,tai "You C know we stand for certain definite principles," he said, "and while 
we are in favor of unity in the labor movement, we are not willing to relin- 
guish those principles. However, since the action of the A. F. of L at 
Norfolk, there is a feeling with us that probably an arrangement for affiliation 

My T^e P oiJly b attion of the A. F. of L. at Norfolk which could possibly be 
construed as establishing a basis for a possible affiliation with the W. F. of M. 
was that by which the revoked charter of the United Brewery Workers was 
restored and that organization reinstated. This was done with the under- 
standing that the jurisdiction of the brewery workers* organisation could not 
be interfered with, or the charter again revoked, except upqn a two-thirds 
vote in general convention of the A. F. of L. 

If that is the kind of "industrial unionism" the officers of the W. F. of M, 
believe in. then there is no good reason why an arrangement for affiliation 
with the A. F. of L. is not only possible but also probable. But it isn t in- 
dustrial unionism at all; it is departmental craft autonomy, the kind that the 
officers of the W. F. of M. have always favored. It does not mean the unity 
of the working class, but their continued segregation. 

OPEN BLACK LIST ABANDONED 

There has appeared in the press during the past week various reports 
regarding the changing situation of Goldfield. That the mine owners are be- 
ginning to realise the certainty of an ultimate defeat cannot be denied. But 
many of the printed reports are misleading. The card system which the 
operators sought to establish, but which they are now apparently ready to 
abandon, meant an open black list to be used against union miners; the new 
departure announced in a resolution adopted by the mine owners to the effect 
that applicants for employment must satisfy the Mine Owners' association 
of -their competency and reliability," means simply that the secret black list 
is to be substituted for the open one. The mine owners have no idea of 
yielding to the mine worker except so far as the latter, by maintaining 
solidarity in their ranks, compel them to do so. We have every confidence 
that the miners will ultimately win, either against open or a secret method 
of attack; but the strike is not ended and workers who stay away from Gold- 
field will be consulting their own best interests, as well as the interests of 
their fellow workers now there 



A reader of The Bulletin in glorious 
and over-boomed California writes us 
that on the Pacific coast, as in other sec- 
tions of the country, there is a surplus 
of labor and wages arc everywhere be- 
ing reduced. In the vicinity of Braw ey. 
Cal., one of the contractors in the valley 
cut down the pay of agricultural helpers 
from $1.50 to $1. Over 300 men quit, 
but in a very short time a" the me . n 
needed turned up. All over California 
there are large numbers of Japanese and 
Mexicans, but the white workers fight 
them instead of organizing and going 
after the land owners. The Japanese, 
however, give the white workers every- 
where a fine example of solidarity. One 
large grower who employed Japs last 
season :-aid to our correspondent: No 
more Japs for me ; I hired a bunch of 
them and when I wanted to lay off 
some .-.ickers because business was poor, 
thev said to me. 'You fire one man, we 
all qv it: and I had to keep them all or 
not get my melons picked. No such 
solidarity is shown by the "superior 
rr.ces." 

It is said that the Japanese "never can 
and never will understand our civiliza- 
tion!" But the Japanese evidently un- 
derstand that "an injury to one is an 
injury to all." which is fundamental in 
any civilization that realljr concerns the 
working class. "Our civilization is • 
colossal fraud and dehumanizing mons- 
ter, and only the superior ignorance of 
a vast number belonging to the "wperior 
races- prevents them seeing It The 
high and superior standard of Ameri- 
can civilization is attested by the fact 
Sat as soon as there is a cemtkm of 
"prosperity"-that is. of the profit 
game-there is also want and starvation 
stalking through the land Our su- 
perior" civilization is a grinning skel- 



Iff it fa true that "no possible weapon 

Dont hedge; answer thequojdon with 
rnnmeiit and reason; wVH print H. 



Wm. E. Trautmann and Vincent St. 
John, general secretaries of the I. W. 
\V\, will speak in Milwaukee on "The 
Modern Labor Movement," Sunday, 
Feb. 2; on following Sunday Vincent 
St. John will speak at Bohemian Turner 
Hall, in that city. Workingmen are 
urged to attend these meetings and learn 
a little of the truth about the I. W. W. 
and Industrial Unionism. 

The I. W. W. lumbermen of Somers. 
Mont., announce a smoker on Sunday 
afternoon, February 2, at Sliter's Hall, 
Bigfork, under the auspices of Local 
No. 384. There will be good speakers 
(among them Fred W. Heslewood), 
good music by the I. W. W. orchestra 
of Somers, and refreshments. Every 
man working around the camps is in- 
vited. 

The editor of the Tonopah (Nevada) 
Sun has learned nothing from recent 
developments at Goldfield and keeps go- 
in" his batteries of vituperation against 
the I. VV. W. He doesn't know that the 
I. W. W. has achieved 4 practical vic- 
tory in the outcome of the protracted 
struggle against oppression in the Gold 
field camp. 

Comrade Gurley Flyrin-Jones passed 
through Chicago last Monday on her 
way to New York, where she will visit 
her parents. She received a hearty wel- 
come at headquarters of the I. W. W., 
where her work for the organization is 
greatly appreciated. 

CHARGE AGAINST /ONES FAILS 



ganda that the Hoboken branch, com- 
posed mostly of Germans, had unani- 
mously instructed the delegates to the 
Central Committee to vote for the 
proposition to become an integral 



Fellow Worker J. A. Jones, who was 
arrested at Aurora, Mint*, December 23, 
charged with complicity in wrecking the 
home of Thos. J. Nichols, has been re- 
leased from jail. He U entirely inno- 
cent and his innocence fs substantially 
proven by the fact that the authorities 
tried to persuade him to leave the town. 
This he has refused to db and wttl face 
his accusers in court should the case 
ever reach that stage. 

LATER 

The case against Jonas and the two 
Austrians, who were charged with com- 
plktty in the outrage, waa dropped on 
Tuesday. Jan. ». and the plot of the 
United States 8teei Trusfjhaa collapse p 



City, extended a welcome in behalf of 
the I. W. W. unions of New York 
City and vicinity; he stated that 'the 
board members were seated around 
the desk once occupied by Uriah Stev- 
ens, the founder of the K. of L., that 
the local headquarters of the unions 
of that district were at the disposal 
if the G. E. B. while in session, and 
xpressed the hope that the delibera- 
tions of the G. E. B. may be conduc- 
ive of accomplishing great results for 
the organization. 

Chairman Williams appointed Eu- 
gene Fischer as doorkeeper, and re- 
quested that none but nfembers of the 
organization be permitted to attend 
the proceedings, except when parties 
are called upon to lay matters before 
the board; he also requested of all 
present not to gossip too much about 
the transactions, as the enemies of the 
I. W. W. were watching every move 
and would do all in their power to 
block the plans and efforts of the I. 
W. W. 

Secretary Trautmann suggested that 
the board take up immediately the af- 
fairs of the Harbor Workers of New 
York City and adjacent harbors, for 
the reason that the Central Committee 
of the various unions of harbor work- 
ers would have a meeting on the same 
day, and the parties carrying on the 
iropaganda and negotiations should 
lave a tangible plan to present before 
the meeting of said Central Commit- 

Motion made by Cole, seconded by 
Yates, that the transportation work- 
ers' matter be taken up first, and that 
the organizing committee and the of- 
ficers of the District Council of New 
York City be called upon to explain 
the situation. Motion carried. 

Fischer announced that the duly ac- 
credited organizer of the council, 
James Connolly, would present the 
case of the Industrial District Coun- 
cil of New York City. 

James Connolly gave a brief review 
of the situation. He said: 

Out of the 45,000 harbor workers 
of New York City, Hoboken, Brook- 
lyn and adjacent places, there are now 
organized approximately 12,000 in un- 
ions not connected with the A. F. 
of L. Many of the present members 
were once in the Knights of Labor 
and they are conversant with the fact 
partly gained by actual experience in 
their fights against the employers, that 
the American Federation of Labor is 
scab-herding capitalist institution. 
But disconnected with the real active 
forces in the labor movement, these 
men were at sea how to proceed so as 
to get in touch with maritime trans- 
portation workers in other localities, 
and carry out the plans promulgated 
in many of the meetings of the 
branches and the central committee. 
During their last strike, which took 
place in 1W7, they again had been 
given practical demonstration of 
treachery and deceit as advocated and 
practiced by the American Federation 
of Labor leaders; moreover, they had 
to witness the scandalous sight that 
union workers enaged in service on 
vessels from seaports abroad, and even 
members of progressive unions of the 
seafaring countries of continental Eu- 
rope, were forced to scab on their 
fighting comrades in this country, be- 
cause they were tied down by con- 
tracts signed by them, or the organ- 
izations of which they were members; 
the violation of which would have 
meant prosecution on charges of trea- 
son against the laws and institutions 
of the various countries under the flag 
of which these maritime workers had 
enlisted. 

'The propaganda carried on by the 
W. W. during that strike by the 
vigilant organizers and committees 
and by distribution of leaflets had 
opened the eyes of many of the har- 
bor workers, and they began to clamor 
for a more centralized form of organ- 
ization as well as for connection with 
a general organization which through 
its connections and propaganda on in- 
ternational lines would assure and 
give them power and prestige. How 
this latter object could be attained 
was one of the issues which the Gen- 
eral Executive Board of the 1. W. W. 
would have to give serious thought. 

"Due to the incessant propaganda 
carried on by members ot the 1. W 
W. within and without the harbor 
workers' organization, the central 
committee, which is the administrative 
body of the 18 branches oi workers 
organized in the industry, had to give 
this matter their attention. 

".but no decisive action was taken 
until quite recently a committee of 
freight teamsters, organized in the 
American federation of Labor, or the 
International Union of Teamsters, ap- 
peared before that central committee 
and demanded that said body, repre- 
senting at least 12,000 workers, partly 
organized on industrial, progressive 
lines, take the initiative in asking un- 
der what conditions they could unite 
themselves with the Industrial Work- 
ers of the World; and if a charter 
could be secured for one industrial 
union embracing all waterfront work- 
ers of New York, Hoboken, New Jer- 
sey and Brooklyn; and that in the 
event that this be granted all freight 
teamsters, as far as organized now in 
the A. F. of L. unions would immedi- 
ately become a branch of such a pro- 
posed industrial union of maritime 
transportation workers. Thereupon, 
the central committee, appointed a 
committee in conjunction with said 
Freight Teamsters' Union No. 1708, 
who waited on the organizing commit- 
tee of the Industrial District Council 
of New York City, and laid the mat- 
ter before that committee, and 
through them to the council of New 
York City. 

"But previous to this the Central 
Committee, pressed by the demands 
from delegates from the various 
branches, had issued credentials to I. 
W. W. organisers and organising 
committees to appear before the meet- 
ings and explain to the workers the 
Immediate and ultimate alms and ob- 



jects of the Industrial Workers of the 
World, and the form* as well as the 
fighting methods of the organisation. 
Such were the results of the props- 



part of the Industrial Workers of the 
World, another branch composed of 
1,700 members was considering favor- 
able action; and that it was up to the 
G. E. B. of the I. W. W. to consider 
features that might stand in the way 
of accepting these workers into the 
I. W. W. in a body as organized now. 

"That the existing organization is 
free from the ordinary grafting and 
corruption elements, such ss have in- 
fested other unions previously em- 
bracing part of the harbor workers of 
New, York City and adjacent seaports, 
could be proven by sll committees 
that had a chance to investigate the 
working methods and the system of 
the organization; the Germans are 
considered to be revolutionary social- 
ists; the branches composed of . Ital- 
ians are developing reliable elements 
for constructive work, and the 
branches composed of Irishmen have 
among the officers many members and 
supporters of the I. W. W., who are 
thoroughly conversant with the revo- 
lutionary program of the organization. 

"The only objectionable feature may 
be found in the death-and-sick benefit 
attachments of the organizations, but 
the Central Committee through its 
delegation stated that this could be 
changed so as to separate the funds 
collected for such an enterprise from 
the funds of the union and make such 
arrangements as would be satisfactory 
to and in accord with the constitution, 
rules and usages of the Industrial 
Workers of the World. 

"While the prospects of reaping the 
results of constant and energetic prop- 
aganda were gratifying in every re- 
spect, yet there was one important 
matter in connection with this prob- 
lem which could not be disposed of 
hy the organizing committee of the 
council, and the authorized organizer; 
this was with relation to dues and 
their proper distribution. 

"The monthly dues of these harbor 
workers were 25 cents per member; 
of the total amount collected by each 
branch an amount equivalent to a sum 
total figured at the ration of 7 cents 
per month per member, is paid into 
the treasury of the centra! committee; 
from the funds thus accumulated are 
paid the current organizing expenses 
of the central committee, all incidental 
expenses, and loss of time for commit- 
tees. Walking delegates are abol 
ished; each wharf has a committee 
man who looks after the interest of 
the organization -when the crews are 
put to work. All the expenses of the 
central committee as well as of the 
ranches are defrayed from the in- 
come derived from 25 cents per month 
dues per member; and the hardest 
task would be the advocacy of higher 
dues at present, except the harbor 
workers would sec that the money 
paid by them is used to get others in 
tlic same industrial occupation into 
the folds of the organization. It was 
upon this point alone where no satis- 
factory understanding could be 
reached and it was for the reason of 
ascertaining how far to go in the 
negotiations that the organizing com- 
mittee of the New York District 
Council wanted a ruling and instruc- 
tions from the general secretary- 
treasurer and through him from all 
members of the general executive 
board. Having been informed by Sec- 
retry Trautmann that a special session 
of the G. E. B. would be held in New 
York City to take up this matter for 
mature consideration, the organizing 
committee of the I. W. W. council is 
prepared, through him and others of 
the committee to receive such instruc- 
tions as would by their execution be 
conducive to bringing into the folds 
of the I. W. W. possibly 12,000 work- 
ers and through the prestige thus 
gained establish New York City as a 
stronghold of the I. W. W. and pave 
the way for further achievements. 

After hearing the report a motion 
was made by Cole, supported by 
Yates, that the various points involved 
be taken up seriatim. Motion carried. 

At this juncture Executive Board 
Member Katz arrived and he was 
given a brief summary of what had 
transpired since the session was 
opened for the transaction of business. 

With the permission of the chair 
Organizer J. P. Thompson put the 
question to Organizer Connolly 
whether these harbor workers were 
made acquainted with and understood 
fully the revolutionary aims of the I. 
VV W. Connolly answered that every 
speaker of the 1. W. W. and he him- 
self emphasized in their addresses to 
the men, and apparently meeting with 
their approval, "that the workers are 
entitled to all they produce, and to 
attain that end the I. W. W. wishes to 
organize the power by which the 
workers would be able to take posses- 
sion of all industrial enterprises and 
operate them for the sole benefit of 
the wealth producers." 

Secretary Trautmann asked the 
question whether the central commit- 
tee as well as the branches understood 
that the I. W. W. would make it man- 
datory that the educational work 
among the workers must be carried on 
systematically in the meetings 
through instructions on the aims and 
the program of the organization, as 
embodied in the Preamble, and 
through other methods by which the 
workers would secure enlightenment 
on their msterial needs and learn 
about the ways and means to achieve 

^Organizer Connolly, corroborated 
by others of the organizing commit- 
tee, answered in the affirmative. 

Executive Board Member Cole 
wanted to know whether the Central 
Committee of Harbor Workers, with- 
out the previous consent of the mem- 
bers of the vsrious branches, would as- 



sume the right to make arrange" 14 
for the landing of these 12,000 wi 
ers in the I. W. W. on terms of which 



the rank and file have no knowledge 
whatsoever, and he explained Me nota- 
tion by citing the case of the National 
Union of Switchmen, of which Cole 
until recently had been « 
which organfeatloe |Jff ««™ , tated with 
the A. F. of L. without the knowl- 
edge, and virtually against the will, of 
the membership, of whom many to- 
day do not know that they are con- 



nected through the Switchmen's Na- 
tional Union with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. Cole asserted that 
if the same mode of procedure was to 
be pursued in the case, of Harbor 
Workers seeking connection with the 
I. W. W., he would oppose the con- 
tinuation of further negotiations in 
the event that the terms snd condi- 
tions would not be ratified by the 
membership. 

Connelly answered that the move- 
ment to become a part of the I. W. 
W. emanated from the rank and file; 
that the central committee only ac- 
quiesced in the demands made by the 
branches, and that consequently no 
terms of any sort could be definitely 
closed except they were made known 
and would be sanctioned by the gen- 
eral membership. 

Yates asked the question whether 
it is the intent of the Industrial Dis- 
trict Council of New York to organize 
the harbor workers into the I. W. W. 
regardless of the fact that they are 
now organizing on an industrial basis, 
in case the branches connected with 
the central committee would fail to 
vote for the installing into tbe I. W. 
W. 

Connolly answered that that was a 
matter to be decided by the G. E. B., 
but in the event that these organized 
harbor workers would nob become a 
part of the I. W. W., they could not 
make such further progress among 
the other unorganized workers as long 
as they are independent; and the 1. 
W. W. could organize the others with 
better success without engendering 
strife and friction with those now or- 
ganized; as the American Federation 
of Labor had lost all prestige among 
the workers in that industry, and ri- 
valry between the I. W. W. and the 
present "Independents" would not 
likely ensue. 

A general discussion, lasting about 
two hours, followed. The first ques- 
tion to be settled was that of dues pay- 
able to general headquarters of the I. 
W. W. The opinion was unanimous 
that the G. E. B. could not allow spe- 
cial rules for any industrial union, but 
could assume the right to set aside a 
certain amount from dues received 
for the purpose of extending the pro- 
paganda work in one given industry. 

Finally a motion was made by Exe- 
cutive Board Member Yates, and sup- 
ported by Cole, that the tax of the 
New York harbor workers payable 
to general headquarters of the I. W. 
W. be 15 cents per month per mem- 
ber, reported in good standing, but 
that of these monthly remittances a 
total equivalent figured at the ratio 
of 13 cents per month per member be 
refunded to the Industrial Union of 
Harbor Workers, to be used for or- 
ganizing and propaganda purposes in 
New York harbor and those of ad- 
jacent places. Motion carried unani- 
mously. 

In this connection the question was 
brought up whether these 10,000 or 
12,000 harbor workers of New York 
City, Hoboken, New Jersey, Brook- 
lyn, etc., would he allowed to form 
he nucleus of a department organiza 
tion. 

Secretary Trautmann argued that no 
department organization or any sub- 
division thereof could be formed with- 
out the knowledge and the participa 
tion of all other workers in one given 
industry already organized in the 
\V. W., and that the executive board 
had the right only to issue calls for 
conventions for the formation of de- 
partment organizations or subdivis- 
ons thereof, that consequently all un- 
ions of transportation workers of the 
1. W. W. would have to he informc 
of the prospects of organizing a sub- 
division of maritime transportation 
workers as soon as the Harbor Work- 
ers of New York City would vote to 
become a part of the I. W. W. This 
opinion was assented to by all mem 
bers of the G. E. B. 

Connolly asked the question wheth- 
er the transportation workers, if they 
would meet in a convention for the 
formation of a department organiza- 
tion, would be permitted to draw up 
a constitution to govern the affairs 
of the workers engaged in that indus- 
try. He emphasized this question with 
the statement that he considered that 
point of great importance in broach- 
ing the subject matter before the Cen- 
tral Committee of Harbor Workers, 
which body would assemble at 2 
o'clock, p. m., and would very likely 
want to take this matter up if other 
business was not more pressing. 

Connolly was answered that a con- 
vention of transportation workers, if 
called for the purpose of establishing 
a department organization of the I. 
W. W. would certainly formulate laws 
and rules for the government of that 
particular organization, or any neces- 
sary subdivision thereof, but that such 
a constitution when drafted must be 
approved by the General Executive 
Board of the I. W. W. before it would 
become operative for the department 
organization. 

Question was asked whether this 
most important ruling would apply to 
all other department organizations 
that may eventually be organized as 
integral parts of the I. W. W. 

Chairman Williams answered that 
this was the consensus of opinion of 
the G. E. B. of the I. W. W. and is 
subject to approval or rejection by a 
convention of the I. W. W. or the 
general membership. , 

A matter suggested in the prelimin 
ary explanation of the situation was 
then taken up, as to how those trans- 
portation workers in other countries, 
organized approximately on the same 
lines as proposed by the Industrial 
Workers of the World, could be 
brought into an international alliance, 
more effective and comprehensive ss 
the International Federation of Trans- 
portation Workers, which by its very 
composition was unsble to grapple 
with the many important problems 
confronting the workers hi the va- 
rious countries. 

While said federation embraces also 
the longshore workers and sailors of 
Great Britain, its Influence and work- 
ing methods did not prevent the en- 
gagement of thousand* of strikebreak- 
ers from England during the dock- 
workers etrike In Hamburg last year, 
snd of Amsterdam, Holland, from 
England, and about half off" 
trikebreakers were members of owe 



nnd simple ttnione of the British 1 



Similar instances were cited to show 
the impotency of such federations of 
divergent elements to foster and to 
promote the international solidarity 
of the proletariat class; on the other 
hand, it was shown also by illustra- 
tions, what an international alliance 
of real militant organizations of trans- 
portation workers could accomplish. 
All skirmishes of maritime and rail- 
ay transport workers in Europe, aa 
ell as in America and Australia, pre- 
sented the amazing spectacle how 
workers of one nation were used to 
defeat the workers of another nation, 
all due to lack of knowledge of condi- 
tions in the various countries, and the 
false teachings of pure and simple 
craft unionism. 

In the course of discussion it waa 
suggested by T. J. Cole that immedi- 
ately after the formation of the pros- 
pective transportation department a 
delegation be sent to European porta 
and establish connections as well as 
enlighten the European workers of the 
scab producing methods of tbe pure 
and simple unions of Great Britain 
and of the United States. Cole argued 
his point at length. 

Against this view it was contended 
by Trautmann and Williams that any 
delegation that would be sent from 
America for such a mission as pro- 
posed, would either be looked upon 
with suspicion by the officers of the 
existing transportation workers un- 
ions, of continental Europe, and thus 
they would be deprived of the chance 
to lay such matters before the already 
organized bodies of workers, and even 
if they would succeed in presenting in 
glaring colors the amazing conditions 
of the working class of America, no 
credence would be given to such truth- 
ful statements, as all the influential 
men in Europe with but few excep- 
tions, accept the information coming 
to them from such polluted sources 
as the New York "Volkszeitung," and 
papers of that class. Moreover such 
a move would very likely create the 
impression that the workers of Amer- 
ica must learn from their brethren in 
Europe how to conduct and shape the 
organizations of workers, which 
would add strength to the absurd idea 
that the proletariat of the United 
States is not able to work out the 
plans for its industrial emancipation, 
and has to copy here in the most ad- 
vanced country industrially, from oth- 
er lands far behind in social and eco- 
nomic development. Therefore, if 
such a convention for the formation of 
a "Transportation Workers' Depart- 
ment'' should be called, and that would 
be necessary when the harbor work- 
ers of New York would become a part 
of the I. W. W. and an effective and 
powerful alliance was to be estab- 
ished, it would be necessary to induce 
representatives of progressive trans- 
portation Workers' organizations from 
abroad to ascertain facts from person- 
al observations in the United States 
and Canada, and the best opportunity 
would present itself when a conven- 
tion for the formation of a department 
organization of transportation work- 
ers would be held; in which event 
negotiations could be immediately 
started with the existing organizations 
abroad and overtures make to the end 
of having representatives from Eu- 
rope, and also South America attend 
that convention. 

These views were adopted as formu- 
lating the basis of future work for 
the officers of the I. W. W. on the 
matters relating to the proposed in- 
ternational alliance of transportation 
workers, in case the I. W. W. would 
be in a position to call such a conven- 
tion of transportation workers. 

James Connolly asked to be allowed 
to absent himself, as he wished to at- 
tend the session of the Central Com- 
mittee of Harbor Workers. Before he 
was allowed to withdraw, Executive 
Board Member Katz announced that 
he wanted to put a question to Con- 
nolly relating to the strike of silk 
workers in Lancaster, Pa. 

Katz prefaced the question by stat- 
ing that several of the workers from 
Lancaster were sent to other places, 
to relieve the situation, and that two 
of these men had come to New York 
City, and after visiting the local head- 
quarters of the I. W. W. had been told 
by somebody who claimed to be an 
organizer of the I. W. W: that "Rata 
had no business to call the Lancaster 
silkworkers out on strike." That 
these two men immediately returned 
to Lancaster and spread the story 
among the strikers, so that many get- 
ting discouraged stampeded back to 
work next morning and thus broke the 
backbone of the strike. Katz asked 
Connolly whether he was the man or 
organizer who had made such a state- 
ment to these two men, thus being in- 
directly responsible for the bad turn 
of affairs in Lancaster, Pa. 

Connolly answered that it was he 
who had met these two young men 
from Lancaster, that they had com- 
plained about their plight, that he in- 
quired of them how long the organ- 
ization in Lancaster was in existence, 
and after having been told that the un- 
ion was formed only recently, he only 
made the remark that it seems to be 
strange "that a strike took place im- 
mediately after the formation of the 
union," and after they had explained 
the cause he immediately realized the 
necessity of taking care of these two 
strangers, which he did, together with 
other fellow workers, as they were 
then for the first time thrown on the 
wide world, were downcast and on the 
verge of collapse and despair. That 
he. Connolly, could not be held re- 
sponsible for what these two men said 
or stated after their return to Lancas- 
ter. 

Connolly was then instructed to en- 
deavor to get a committee from the 
"Central Commitee" appointed to ap- 
pear before the G. E. B. next morning, 
if possible, and he and the organizing 
committee of the New York Industrial 
Council then retired. 

Next order of business was then 
taken up. 

GOLDFIELD AFFAIR. 

Secretary Trautmann brought op the 
lockout and strike of the miners and 
I. VV. W. members at Goldfield, Nev„ 
and stated that Immediately after the 
dispatches announced that troope were 
on the way to Goldfield from San 
Frandeco he had wired to different 
places where the I. W. W. had a foot- 
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hold and urged the calling of protest 
meetings. Due' to the general disap- 
proval of such a highhanded proced- 
ure, the President of the United States 
had wired orders for the withdrawal 
of troops within a fortnight But the 
mine owners, driven to desperation by 
such an unexpected turn of affairs, 
would very likely create a pretext for 
the retention of the troops by blowing 
"something off" and then blame it on 
the Western Federation of Miners and 
the I. W. W. Such a chance should 
not be given, and therefore it was ad- 
visable to dispatch the opinion of the 
G. E. B. to the struggling workers in 
Goldfield. 

It was moved by Katz, seconded by 
Yates, that the general secretary-treas- 
urer send a telegram at once. Motion 
carried. Telegram read: 
"Marion W. Moore, Miners' Union, 

Goldfield, Nev.: 

"General Executive Board of In- 
dustrial Workers of the World, in ses- 
sion in New York City, sends en- 
couragement in your noble fight. But 
beware of traps. Mine owners in their 
despair may resort to violent acts and 
blame it on strikers to find pretext for 
retention of troops. Be on your 

gMard "W. E. TRAUTMANN, 
"VINCENT ST. JOHN." 

SHOE WORKERS AFFAIRS. 

The next question taken up was 
with regard to the recent develop- 
ments in the organizations of boot 
and shoe workers. Organizer J. P. 
Thompson was requested to give a 
brief review of the situation in the 
foremost industrial shoe centers. 
Thompson went into all details; ex- 
plained what sentiment for industrial 
solidarity he had found among the 
shoe workers in different places; how 
"Tohinism" had become an expression 
of distrust and disdain among the 
workers, and repeated with convinc- 
ing force his reasons for asking of the 
general secretary-treasurer a ruling 
and instructions on the scope and the 
make-up of National Industrial Un- 
ions repeatedly referred to in the 
constitution, although there was no 
definition of what would constitute a 
national industrial union. 

Thompson expressed the hope that 
the G H B. may adopt a plan by 
which it would be possible to rally the 
sh6eworkcrs into organizations con- 
nected with the I. W. W. 

Scc'reiarj irautmann reviewed at 
lentfiii the hisfjiy ot the various shoe- 
workers organizations, irom the days 
01 the Kiughu ot St. Crispin, through 
the pctiods when the unrest ot shoe- 
workers with their working conditions 
inaniitsted "s* 11 1,1 tuii*uleui skir- 
mishes under the Knights of Labor; he 
recited how the shoeworkers, losing 
hope in the cratt union movement as 
excinplihcd in the United Boot ami 
shoe Workers' Union athhatcd with 
the American lcderatton ol Labor, 
had turned to the other extreme iohy 
ol expecting reliet by political action 
alone how it was the vote of shoe- 
worker* in Haverhill, Lynn, Brock- 
ton and other shoe manutacturing 
cities that increased the vote-pull ol 
the Socialist party, as these shocwork- 
ers were made to believe that that 
represented the solidarity of the pro- 
letarian class; how these same shoe- 
workers, now rent asunder by the 
necessary light against a capitalist 
cla-s institution, the United Boot and 
Shoe Workers ot America, were wast- 
ing their energies in this hght because 
there was no connection and cohesion 
between the groups and organizations 
carrying on those tights in isolated 
places; and that it is becoming ever 
more apparent that a call for a unifica- 
tion of these forces would fall on 
fertile ground. 

Fellow Worker J. 1 racey of Lynn, 
secretary of the Lynn (Mass.) Last- 
ers' Union, then took the floor to go 
more into details. He showed how 
the progressive element had centered 
their hopes on Hickey to make a 
fight within the United Boot and Shoe 
Workers against the officers and the 
element which had made the organ- 
ization subservient to capitalist inter- 
ests; how Tobin invoked the aid ot 
the United States Court, how the con- 
vention of the shoe workers held in 
Toronto had to submit to the dictates 
of the agents of the master class; how 
Hickey was exepcted to lead the re- 
volt of the rebels; and how spontane- 
ously the dissatisfaction against rules 
imposed on the shoe workers by the 
organization of which they were com- 
pelled to be members resulted in 
strikes in Brockton and other places. 
Tracey also portrayed how these 
strikers were defeated and the revolt 
quelled by the combination of the shoe 
manufacturers and their Tobin labor 
lieutenants; how the strikers were 
driven back to work in Brockton for 
fear that the United Boot and Shoe 
Workers would furnish the strike- 
breakers, and that as a consequence 
thereof the manufacturers of Brock- 
ton, and notably so the Douglas Shoe 
Manufacturing Company, will sale- 
guard themselves against any possi- 
ble movement for improved working 
conditions by forcing a employes i to 
be members of the United Boot and 
Shoe Workers of America 

Tracey showed also how Tom 
Hickev, although honest in his pur- 
pose, was unable to grasp the great 
opportunities and acted accordingly, 
and that he therefore was of no fur- 
ther account. 

He believed that it was the supreme 
duty of the I. W. W. to take advant- 
age of the situation and start the con- 
structive propaganda among the boot 
,nd shoe workers; enough would _ be 
ready to respond to a call for the uni- 
fication of all these isolated and 1 dis- 
connected forces, and he »«B8«ted 
plans how the best of results could be 
accomplished. . 

Katz moved that the general secre- 
tary-treasurer prepare • leaflet, giv- 
ing therein a general outline of condi- 
tions in the shoe industry. Motion 
was seconded by Cole and carried. 

The hour of 2:45 p. m. haying ar- 
rived. Win. Yates suggested that the 
board take an •<lJo"" im « B H/ n l^ w ; 
ing to the fact that all executive board 
members would likely "tend Jhe <g 
tertainment given b y th el nde* ftfel 
District Council of New York Cit*he 
moved that the^rd ad journ to meet 
Monday. Dee. », at 10 o'clock, a. m. 



Motion was seconded slid carried 

unanimously. 

MONDAY, DECEMBBEK 23, 1907. 
t Chairman Williams calle<* the meet- 
ing to order at 10 o'clock, a. m. Pres- 
ent: Williams, Katz, Cole, Yatea and 
Trautmann. 

As the committee of the 'New York 
District Council and Organizer Con- 
nolly were present to give a report, 
the chair ruled that this matter take 
precedence before any otter can be 
taken up. 

James Connolly reported that he 
was before the Central Committee of 
Harbor Workers, and presented the 
matter, but as the organization had 
other very pressing business to trans- 
act, including the election of officers 
for the ensuing term, the Central 
Committee could not consider the 
proposition at this meeting; but he, 
Connolly, had been assured that the 
subject matter would be tsfken up in 
the first meeting in January. Report 
was received. 

At this juncture Connollywas asked 
for an explanation of an article in the 
Industrial Union Bulletin anent con- 
ditions in New York City, in which a 
statement was contained, although in 
a vague form, that Building Trades 
Industrial Union No. 95 of New York 
City had filled the places df strikers 
who were members of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Organizer Thompson, who had put 
the question for explanation, stated 
that said article in The Bulletin was 
held before him in a public meeting in 
Boston, to substantiate the assertion 
that the I. VV. W. was pursuing the 
same tactics as have been and are still 
a practice in the craft unions). Thomp- 
son claimed, and he was sustained by 
all members of the general executive 
board, that the article referred to did 
not state the conditions chjarly, and 
for this reason the I. W..W. had laid 
itself open to criticism by those 
workers who frown at scab-producing 
methods. 

Connolly, in reply, explained the 
matter thoroughly. 

"At a given job of building con- 
struction all plasterers were members 
of the I. W. W.; the workers in the 
other trades of the building industry 
were members of the diverse A. F. of 
I., unions. The business agents de- 
manded of the employer the discharge 
of all 1. W. W plasterers; the employ- 
er did not acquiesce, and the A. F. of 
L. members were called on strike to 
enforce the discharge of the I. W. W. 
members. 

"Many of the lathers on the same 
job had already put in their applica- 
tion for membership in the 1. W. W. 
Local No. 95. and they did not obey 
the strike order to force themselves 
and the other 1. VV. W. plasterers out 
of a job; other lathers had also put in 
their applications for membership; and 
when a few A. F. of L. lathers vacated 
their places in support of the strike 
to force the 1. W. W. members out of 
their jobs, these I. W. W. lathers 
were allowed to proceed with the 
work, so as to nullify the efforts of 
the A. F. of L. fakirs to freeze 1. W. 
W. members out of their jobs." Con- 
nolly, in admitting this matter, asked 
for a general ruling so that he and in 
iact all active members of New York 
City could be guided by the decision 
of the general executive board. 

This matter brought forth an ani- 
mated discussion, in which all mem- 
bers of the executive board took part. 
Many instances were cited in i sub- 
statiation of the fact that I. W. W. 
members had joined the strikers in 
one branch of industry, although they 
themselves were not employed in the 
same branch; and how very often the 
1. W. W. members, under hardships 
and sacrifices, without expecting any 
immediate results, were active in mak- 
strikes called by the A. F. of L. 
successful. But it was shown also that 
the labor lieutenants of the A. F. of 
I... knowing that. this spirit of work- 
ing class solidarity of I. W. W. mem- 
bers would show itself in every skir- 
.Jsh, are taking advantage of same 
by precipitating strikes; for the sole 
purpose of establishing the A. F. of 
L. closed shop, and leaving the I. W. 

members who went on strike with 
the others on the street. 

Cole cited instances in the railway 
service; Williams referred to the 
strikes in Humboldt County, Cal., and 
I'ittsbhvg; Katz showed how the In- 
ternational Cigar Makers' Union was 
making a systematic fight against I. 
W. W. by blackmail and other crim- 
inal methods; Yates referred to a case 
of recent date that occurred in New 
Bedford, where the A. F. of L. fakirs 
were using all means to enforce the 
discharge of I. W. W. loomfixers, and 
it was also proven that this warfare 
of discrimination had the support of 
the employers of labor. 

Finally it was moved by Katz, sec- 
oncded by Cole, that the general sec- 
retary-treasurer draw up a ruling to 
he adopted as a general code, towit: 
That the Industrial Workers of the 
World declare that they will support, 
by word and deed, any movement, 
strike or lockout of workers, irespect- 
ive of their present affiliation, when in- 
augurated to advance the material in- 
terests of the wage earners, in the 
shape of improved working conditions, 
and they will use all the efforts to 
gain a victory for the workers. But 
in the event of strikes and discrimin- 
ative methods being inaugurated for 
the destruction and annihilation of 
the I. W. W. or parts thereof, it is 
the manifest desire, as a matter of 
self-protection for the I. W. W., that 
such onslaughts be defeated and that 
all honorable means be used to at- 
tain that end." 

Again the point was discussed 
whether the policy of retaliation 
would be advisable; or whether places 
of workers who leave their jobs to 
enforce the discharge of I. W. W. 
members should be filled. The 
unanimous opinion was that retalia- 
tion or place-filling tactics, as in 
operation in the old unions, must be 
repudiated by the I. W. W.; but no- 
body would expect I. W. W. mem- 
bers to join in strikes called by busi- 
ness agents against the I. W. W.; 
and that even if the employers should 
engage other workers to fill the places 
of those called out for discriminative 
purposes, I. W. W. members could 
not be expected to quit their job* 



IN THE HOLY NAME OP TRADE 

Can ye tell me, O ye workers, why the money-demon gloata, 
Why- the rulers never stop ye when ye tear each otheri throats? 
Can ye tell me, O ye toilers, why the young are stooped and old. 
Why so many work a-hungered when the hind is filled with gold? 
M Yeal For profit, profit, profit, all these broken hearts sre made— 
In the holy name of trade I 

In the holy name of trader 

Can ye tell me, lords of commerce, when machines should on them wait, 
Why the burden bears the hardest on the weakest in the State? 
Can ye tell me, O my masters, why Invention's mighty bresth 
Only fills the -sail that hastens with the children on to death? 
"Yea I For profit, profit, profit, all these broken hearts sre made— 
In the holy name of trade I 

In the holy name of trader 

Can ye tell me, laureled statesmen, why around so many hearths 
Broods a shadow and a terror that is not our mother earth's? 
Can ye tell me, O ye teachers, why, with all the wealth we find, 
Why the race in sorrow's mothered and the love-sight's going blind? 
"Yea I For profit, profit, profit, all these broken hesrts are made— 
In the holy name of trade I 



In the holy name of trader 



—Covington Hall. 



Trautmann contended, however, 
that such awkward situations should 
be avoided wherever possible, and he 
cited two instances in California and 
Washington and the statements were 
corroborated by Williams, where I. 
W. W. men, when a strike was called 
by the A. F. of L. agents to enforce 
their discharge from employment, 
wa|ked out with the others. Thus 
having gained the confidence of their 
fellow workers, they had a chance to 
show them the futility and foolish- 
ness of their action, with the result 
that In both of these cases the work- 
ers decided to foreswear obedience to 
the fakirs and join the I. W. W. or- 
ganizations after returning back to 
the jobs they had vacated. Such a 
method should first be used before di- 
rect acts of apparent hostility would 
be resorted to. 

This view was adopted as the con- 
sensus of opinion of all members of 
the G. E. II.; and the motion was car- 
ried unanimously. 
Connolly asked for the privilege of 
aking a request on Executive Board 



be made in the rules of such an In- 
dustrial Union allowing the branches 
stipulated sums for the defraying of 
the expenses incurred by the branches. 

This construction was adopted as 
the ruling of the general executive 
board. 

Thompson then, with the permis- 
sion of the chair, told how he ex- 
plained to the workers the necessity 
of certain defined forms of the organ- 
ization. So much is due to the con- 
stant economic development and con- 
centration of industrial enterprises 
the State rights and State boundary 
lines are wiped out and eliminated in 
the political government of today, and 
the political regime is more and more 
centered into one central agency due 
to the change of mode of production 
and extent of commerce; so must the 
working class organize today for the 
administration of industries to sup- 
plant the political government; and as 
State lines disappear in fact, although 
in imagination every Slate thinks to 
control the State affairs, so must the 
•workers prepare the grouping of the 



Member Katz. Connolly stated that [ industries for their proper manage- 
the employes in the milk-distribut- mcnt. As the union of workers in 
ins agencies had started an organiza- | one given industrial plant constitutes 
tion under the I. W. W.; and that the the smallest unit, the various unions 
union was growing in spite of the ' of workers engaged in the same in- 
fierce opposition made by the A. F. j dustry in different places would be 
of L. with the employers combined. I welded together for administrative 
That especially in the Borden Milk ' purposes, and they would form a na- 
Co. good progress Had been made; ' tional industrial union, or a subdi- 
until finally the firm started to dis- I vision of a department organization, 
criminate against active workers in Such national industrial union would 
the union, and three of them were j also wield a greater power in the 
lischarged. The organization, how- present day conflicts with the employ- 



ever, will not be. retarded by this 
move of the linn; and the organizing 
work will be continued, yet it was 
realized that further progress in New 
York City among the workers de- 
pended much on the co-operation that 
could be given in other localities 
w here the Borden Milk Company had 
agencies. Especially in Paterson 
thing should be done by Fellow 



of that given industry. But at the 
present time there are no provisions 
made for the formation of national 
industrial unions, and this feature of 
the I. W. W. is therefore hard to ex- 
plain because it is not covered in the 
general constitution. 

Fellow Workers Yates, Katz and 
Williams then took part in the dis- 
cussion of this subject matter, and 



Worker Katz to get the employes of finally Secretary Trautmann was re 
the big Borden Milk Co. into the or- ; quested to give his opinion, 
ganization. _ j Trautmann argued that this very 



Katz stated that special efforts 
would be made on those lines. 

SHOE WORKERS' AFFAIRS. 

Tracey was given the floor to con- 
tinue his review of the situation in 
the shoe industry. He stated that the 
union of which he is secretary would 
no doubt vote to become a part of 
the 1. W. W., but the members would 
have to be given the assurance that 
immediately efforts be made to spread 
the propaganda and organize enough 
shocworkcrs so that they would all 
be subject to rules governing the con- 
ditions in that particular industry; 
the shoe workers would not object 
against continuing their present dues 
of 25c per week; but it was imperative 
that special efforts be made to take 
advantage of the most favorable situ- 
ation that ever presented itself for 
the upbuilding of the I. W. W. 

After considerable discussion it was 
moved by Cole, seconded by Yates, 
that the per capita tax derived from 
shoe workers be largely devoted to 
propaganda purposes among the shoe 
workers. Motion carried unanim- 
ously. 

SCOPE AND COMPOSITION OF 
NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL 
UNIONS. 

This brought up the question as to 
what methods would be the best to 
establish connections between unions 
composed of workers in the same in- 
uustry; and it was admitted that it 
worked as a great stimulus in organiz- 
ing work if a chain of such industrial 
unions is connected together by some 
medium of communication and ex- 
change of material affecting the work- 
ers in such particular industry. 

Tracey asked for information so as 
to convey same to the shoe workers 
in the different places who are inter- 
ested in the propaganda work of the 
I. VV. VV., whether the various 
branches in the shoe .industry for in- 
stance, would have separate charters, 



question was the primary cause of the 
differences during the first year of the 
existence of the I. W. W. between 
the craft unionist majority of the 
G. E. B. and the industrial unionist 
minority thereof. The idea of de- 
creeing from above and putting up a 
top-heavy structure by installing fake 
department organizations with of- 
ficers and constitutions already fixed 
but with no membership behind, was 
repulsive to those who knew that 
such methods were repetitions of A. 
F. of L. history, but under different 
name only. A thorough knowledge 
of the structure of industrial union- 
ism, for instance, should have pre- 
vented the Western Federation of 
Miners from calling itself the "Min- 
ing Department t of the I. W. W." To 
be constituted as such a department 
it would have required first the 
formation of another subdivision or 
national industrial union of mine 
workers, before these two organized 
subdivisions in the mining industries 
would be allowed to constitute the 
"Mining Department" which would 
consist, if completed, of four subdi- 
visions or national industrial unions. 
First: National Industrial Union of 
Metalliferous Miners; second, Na- 
tional Industrial Union of Coal Min- 
ers; third, National Industrial Union 
of Oil Miners; fourth, National In- 
dustrial Union of Salt, Sulphur, etc., 
Miners. Of these four necessary Na- 
tional Industrial Unions, two at least 
must be in existence before the two 
combined could proceed with the 
formation of a "Department Organ- 
ization." 

And so, likewise, in other depart- 
ments of industries. Exact details 
could certainly not be presented off- 
hand; but take, for instance, the 
leather industries, for illustration. 
They would have three subdivisions, 
or national industrial unions. First, 
National Industrial Union of Tan- 
ners; second, National Industrial 
Union of Shoeworkers; third, Na- 
or be attached as branches to one tional Industrial Union of Leather 
given industrial union in one given Goods Workers, 
locality, embracing every worker in In the department of textile indus- 
that particular industry, and whether, tries (although that term is a mis- 
as the 1. W. W. constitution provides nomer) there would be a national in 
for the formation of a Department of dustrial union of workers engaged in 
Leather Industries, all the various di- making cotton, silk, linen, cloth, etc., 
visions that would fall under that de- wcavings; that is textile workers 
partmcnt would be bunched together proper; second, a national industrial 
in one industrial union. I union composed of workers engaged 

Trautmann explained that as far as in making clothing wares of these 
the arrangement of branches subor- textile goods; third, a national indus- 
dinate to one industrial union of work- trial union composed of workers en- 
ers in one given industry are con- gaged in the finishing of other goods 
cerncd, the constitution of Textile made of textiles. 
Workers Union No. 157 of New Bed- 1 But as the first industrial union in 
ford, Mass., was so far the best and a given industry grows out from the 
most satisfactory. I mixed or recruiting union, and the 

The industrial union being the unit, I Industrial District Council is formed 



branches can be chartered by that 
union as industrial conditions or par- 
ticularities in a given industry war* 
rant, but legislation for all branches 
is centered in the industrial union, 
and all communications with general 
headquarters of the I. W. W. or with 
headquarters of a department organ- 
ization or a National Industrial 
Union, which constitutes a part of a 
department, have to go through the 
channels of the Industrial Union, and 
all tax, payable to the headquarters 
must be paid through such an indus- 
trial union; although provisions can 



after a certain number of industrial 
unions in a given locality are organ- 
ized, so must of necessity the forma- 
tion of national industrial union be 
the next stage in the constructive 
work, and then from these national 
industrial unions must be formed the 
"Department Organization" composed 
of ""National Industrial Unions" of 
kindred and interdependent 



Although the constitution docs not 
make specific provisions, the general 
executive board, with whom rests the 
right to construe and to Interpret tilt 



constitution in accordance with the 
requirements of the hour, should as- 
sume the privilege to determine this 
vital point at issue, and await the con- 
sent or disapproval of the member- 
ship at the next convention. 

Therefore, as contended by Traut- 
mann, should a rule be established, 
and he suggested that 3,000 members 
organized in not less than seven dif- 
ferent localities should suffice to form 
National Industrial Union" of 
workers engaged in one given indus- 
try. 

Arguments were continued as to 
the number of members, and local 
unions required to organize such a 
national industrial union. 

Finally it was moved by Katz, sec- 
onded by Yates, that it is the sense 
of the general executive board that a 
National Industrial Union can be 
formed when there are at least five 
Industrial Unions of workers in one 
given industry with an approximate 
membership of 3,000. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Question of tax to be paid by Na- 
tional Industrial Unions to general 
headquarters of the I. W. W. was the 
next subject matter discussed. 

Motion was made by Cole, sec- 
onded by Katz, that it is the sense 
of the general executive board that 
the tax of a National Industrial Union 
payable to general headquarters of 
the Industrial Workers of the World 
shall be 8 l-3c per month per mem- 
ber reported in good standing in the 
national industrial union, subject to 
further legislation on this subject by 
the next convention of the I. W. W. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

As these matters were decided the 
question of calling conventions for 
the formation of National Industrial 
Unions was taken up for considera- 
tion. 

Tracey of Lynn stated that " this 
action of the G. E. B. gave the shoe- 
workers of Lynn a tangible proposi- 
tion to work on. He suggested that 
the general call issued to shoework- 
ers be mailed to. as many shoework- 
ers' organizations as possible; he was 
sure that in Lynn the endorsement to 
the call would be given, and then it 
would be easy to inform others in a 
circular letter emanating from Lynn 
shoeworkers, accompanied by a re- 
quest to support the move for a con- 
vention at which a National Indus- 
trial Union of Shoeworkers could be 
formed. He stated further that he 
knew of shoeworkers' unions in 
Brooklyn and New York, now inde- 
pendent, with an approximate mem- 
bership of 1,500 and composed of 
progressive workers, who very likely 
would co-operate in a movement for 
the formation of a National Industrial 
Union. These suggestions of Tracey 
were adopted. 

The secretary-treasurer stated that 
the I. W. W. had approximately 5,000 
workers engaged «in the textile in- 
dustries; in Paterson, about 3,500; in 
New Bedford, 700; in Lawrence, 50; 
in Providence, Woonsocket and 
Maplcville approximately 200; in Fall 
River, 20; in Hoboken, about 150; in 
Lancaster, 50; and other unions were 
... process of being formed. He sug- 
gested the calling of a convention 
for the formation of a National Union 
of Textile Workers, as he knew that 
many other unions of textile workers, 
especially those of Philadelphia, 
would join the I. W. W. and such a 
National Industrial Union immedi- 
ately after a call would be issued. 
Katz, who had been doing propa- 
ganda work among textile workers 
Pennsylvania, corroborated the 
statement. 

Motion was made by Katz, sec- 
onded by Yates, that the general 
secretary-treasurer be instructed to 
issue a call for a convention, for the 
purpose of organizing a National In- 
dustrial Union of Textile Workers of 
the 1. W. W.; that said convention be 
held at the I. W. W. hall in Pater- 
son, N. J., on May 1st, 1908. Mo- 
tion carried. 

Katz asked for a personal privilege. 
He stated that Fellow Worker De- 
Leon wished to be heard by the G. 
E. B. on a very important matter, and 
he requested that action be taken on 
this matter. 

Chairman Williams declared that 
Fellow Worker DeLeon, as well as 
any other member of the I. W. W., 
has the privilege to present matters 
to the G. E. B. and that Fellow 
Worker DeLeon be so notified. 

As the hour of 2 o'clock had ar- 
rived, a motion was made by Cole, 
seconded by Katz, that the board 
adjourn for dinner, and convene at 
3 o'clock. Motion carried. 

DECEMBER 23RD— AFTERNOON 
SESSION. 

At 3:10 p. m. Chairman Williams 
called meeting to order. Discussion 
on forming "National Industrial 
Unions" was resumed. The secretary 
suggested that plans be made for the 
formation of a National Industrial 
Union of Timber and Lumber Work- 
ers' as there are now organized the 
requisite number of locals and mem- 
bers to entitle them to have such a 
national union organized, and such a 
call for a convention would bring 
into the folds of the I. W. W. more 
lumber workers in different parts of 
the country. 

A general discussion enscued on 
this proposition. It was pointed out 
that the workers in the big lumber 
districts are practically unorganized; 
in Minnesota is a strong movement 
on foot to organize them into the I. 
W. W.; and the Finns and Swedes are 
conversant with the program of the 
Industrial Worhsrs of the World. 

In California. Oregon and Wash- 
ington the National Union of Woods- 
men, affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, is discredited 
and almosf extinct; in Louisiana 
the I. W. W. has gained a foot- 
hold, and will be able to make 
good headway, but in Maine, New 
Hampshire and Eaat Canada, the 
lumberworkers are held in bondage 
by the corporations and a sort of 
craft union, with headquarters at De- 
troit, of which all officers are lawyers 
and skinners, while the employers 
themselves support by forcing the 
lumber worktrs to pay dues to that 
conglomeration. 

Williams, who knows that coodl 
tions of the Western — 



claimed that further developments 
should be awaited for, before a de- 
finite date be set for such a conven- 
tion, and it would for this reason be 
better not to set the date for the con- 
vention too early. He would suggest 
that all particular arrangements for 
such a proposed convention be left 
to Heslewood, as he was best posted 
on the affairs and prospective devel- 
opments in the Montana and Idaho 
lumber districts. 

A motion was made by Katz, sup- 
ported by Cole, that the general sec- 
retary be instructed to issue a call for 
the formation of a "National Indus- 
trial Union of Timber and Lumber 
Workers" to be held on August 1st, 
1908, and that it be left to the discre- 
tion of Executive Board Member 
Heslewood to select a proper place 
for the holding of such a convention. 
Motion carried. 

At this juncture Fellow Worker 
Katz suggested that the board go into 
executive session to allow Fellow 
Worker DeLeon the floor for the 
presentation of important matters. 

Fellow Worker DeLeon, before 
starting to present the matter, asked 
the board whether that was consid- 
ered an executive session. Thereupon 
the doorkeeper left the room. 

Fellow Worker DeLeon then suit- 
ed to explain what prompted him to 
ask for a hearing. He stated that he 
had the intention to proceed to Chi- 
cago directly when he heard that ne- 
gotiations were being conducted with 
the Harbor Workers of New York 
City; as he deemed his knowledge ot 
things important enough to entertain 
the fear that injury may result from 
misdirected moves; but that he felt 
relieved when he heard that the gen- 
eral executive board would meet in 
New York City. 

DeLeon intimated that there was a 
'police spy" at work in 1. W. W. 
atfairs, and proceeded with the out- 
line of his theory; until he had estab- 
lished sufficient grounds to bring out 
open charges against James Connolly, 
the organizer of the Industrial Dis- 
trict Council of New York City. 

Executive Board Member Cole 
asked for an interruption of a few 
minutes, as he wanted to withdraw 
from the room. On his return Fel- 
Worker DeLeon started to re- 
sume. 

At this juncture T. J. Cole rose for 
the purpose of entering his protest 
against any further continuation of 
meeting behind closed doors. 
Cole asserted that from personal ob- 
rvation he is convinced that any 
tolerance of star-chamber procced- 
wll wreck and destroy the In- 
dustrial District Council ot New 
York and all unions in the adjacent 
towns. Cole contended that he did 
not know that the suggestion of "go- 
ing into executive session" meant a 
meeting behind closed doors. 

Yates wanted to know where Cola 
got his information that the District 
council would be wrecked. Cole rose 
to answer, but being interrupted by 
DeLeon, Cole stated that he would 
immediately start lor home, if the 
executive board would stand for such 
a mode of procedure. 

Secretary Trautmann stated that 
he, although not having a vote, would 
insist on having his protest, con- 
jointly with that ot Cole, entered on 
the minutes, on the ground that a 
continuation of star-chamber pro- 
ceedings at which the most serious 
and grave charges are presented 
against another member of the 1. VV. 
VV. without the accused having a 
chance to hear the charges, or to de- 
fend himself, would inevitably bring 
in its consequences ruin and disas- 
trous results to the I. W. W. all over 
the country. Justified as were those 
who condemned Sherman, Moyer and 
their associates for their actions in 
the star-chamber sessions of the ma- 
jority of the first executive board of 
the I. W. W., still more would they 
brand those who joined in the cries 
of condemnation and yet would tol- 
erate a repetition on this occasion. 
When the first executive board of the 
I. W. W. disfranchised in star-cham- 
ber sessions some of the best and 
most progressive railroad workers to 
please a coterie of fakirs, without giv- 
ing these victimized proletarians a 
chance to voice their side of the case, 
it nearly rent the I. W. W. asunder, 
and such would be the case if any- 
body, no matter who he be, thinks 
exceptions should be granted and a 
repetition countenanced. 

Chairman Williams also immedi- 
ately joined in the protest and wanted 
to be recorded accordingly; he also 
ordered that the doors be thrown 
open and the proceedings be con- 
tinued in the open. 

Fellow Worker DeLeon then pro- 
ceeded with the presentation of his 
charges. He asserted that it was his 
desire to keep any political party 
wranglings out of the I. W. W.; and 
nobody could accuse him of being 
insincere in this attitude; but he 
claimed that there was an evident 
connection between parties that were 
trying to drag a controversy between 
the S. L. P. and Connolly into the 
I. W. W. in New York City and Chi- 
cago, and as substantiation for this 
allegation Fellow Worker DeLeon 

Croduced a private letter sent to hhn 
y an employe in the I. .W. W. office 
by the name of Otto Justh, iu which 
reference was made to this contro- 
versy. 

DeLeon claimed that the letter of 
said Otto Justh had been mailed first 
to the national secretary of the So- 
cialist Labor party, and was delivered 
to him open; and as the many correc- 
tions in that letter were made in two 
handwritings, it was evident that that 
letter was not the product of one in- 
dividual: and the affair thus assumes 
a suspicious aspect; that consequently 
Justh, an office employe of the I. W. 
W., must hsve been working in con- 
nection with somebody to drag the 
Connolly affair into the I. W. W. 

Objection was again raised against 
further continuation of the case until 
Connolly would be present himself. 
T. J. Cole moved that the natter of 
presentation of charges by DeLeon 
be postponed until the Industrial Dis- 
trict Council of New York Cij 



_ to have defendant* 

and witnesses summoned to be able 
to present their side of the case. Mo- 
tion carried. 
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As none of th« witnesses nor the 
defendant in the case were present, 
a motion was made by Katz, second- 
ed by Cole, that the DeLeon-Con- 
noHy matter be taken up at 9 o'clock 
a. m. next morning, so that the board 
may dispose of all other matters be- 
fore them. Mation carried. 

The letter written by Otto Justh to 
DcLeon was the next subject for dis- 
cussion. The letter, could in no way 
be considered as emanating from the 
general office, typewritten on plain 
paper, the reference therein about 
certain remarks which DeLeon was 
supposed to have made at the last 
convention of the I. W. W. about 
Connolly, was based on general in- 
formation undoubtedly gained from 
hearing a general discussion • of dele- 
gates in the general office, when in- 
quiries were made by them as to the 
personality of the 'walking delegate' 
mentioned in the arguments of De- 
Leon on the floor of the convention." 
This was the explanation of General 
Secretary-Treasurer Trautmann. 

However, as the two handwritings 
in the many corrections made in the 
letter indicated a collusion, in some 
way, a motion was made by Katz, 
seconded by Cole, that it is the sense 
of the general executive board that 
Otto Justh be requested to reveal 
the name of the party, or parties, who 
helped him make the corrections in 
that letter. Trautmann asserted that 
such "personal letter" information- 
bureaus have done lots of injury to 
the organization already; too much 
of such "personal letter" transactions 
have transpired, to his knowledge, in 
the I. \V. W.. and if assistants in the 
office should be guilty of such breach 
of confidence, and be a party to 
"wire-pulling tactics" they should be 
trcntcl accordingly. 

The following motion was adopted: 

"That knowledge of affairs transpir- 
ing within the organization gained by 
reason of employment in the office of 
the I. W. W., if interjected in their 
correspondence in I. W. VV. matters, 
be cinsc for immediate dismissal." 
ORGANIZING OF WORKERS IN 
THE TELEGRAPH AND TEL- 
EPHONE SERVICE 

The secretary read letters from Cov- 
tiiRion Hall of New Orleans, La., and 
his answers thereto, all appertaining to 
the formation of an industrial union of 
Telephone and Telegraph workers. C. 
Hall outlined in his letters the chances 
of organizing all employes in the tele- 
graph and telephone service in the 
Southern States, with New Orleans as 
the central agency for propaganda work. 
That the union of New Orleans, which 
has the title of "International Telegraph 
and Telephone Workers' Union,' had 
already decided to apply for a charter 
from the I. W. W.; and he asked 
whether said union was allowed to 
spread out and organize branches in 
other localities ; such branches to receive 
the charters through the Industrial 
Union in New Orleans. 

Prior to the arrival of St. Jgmn in 
Chicago. Trautmann had assumed the 
dutv to explain in detail his opinion on 
the" proposition made; and he read his 
replies in which it was explained why 
the efforts to be made in organizing the 
telegraph and telephone workers should 
emanate from one central point in a 
given district. 

Brief discussion followed. A mo- 
tion was made by Cole, seconded by 
Kitr. that the details of plans for or- 
ganizing workers in the telegraph and 
telephone service (wire transmission 
service) be left to the general secretary- 
treasurer and general organizer. Motion 
carried. 

COAL MINERS' AFFAIRS. 

The secretary-treasurer gave a brief 
review of the work done in the coal 
mining districts; "that immediately after 
the close of the third convention circu- 
lar letters were sent out into mining 
camps asking whether arrangements 
could be made for mass meetings with 
General Organizer St. John as speaker; 
that not one unfavorable reply was re- 
ceived, that some of the biggest unions 
of the United Mine Workers agreed to 
pay all expenses for mass meetings; 
that these mass meetings had to be 
postponed owing to St. Johns physical 
condition, but that undoubtedly the time 
is ripe to make a concerted move to get 
in every mining camp a group of volun- 
teers organized, preparatory to calling 
a convention for the formation of a na- 
tional industrial union of <coal miners. 

Rut the only obstacle to the successful 
consummation of such plans were the 
high dues and fines checked off the 
wages of coal miners by the companies, 
and it would he hard to organize these 
pioneer unions if the members thereof 
would have to pay IS per cent tax to 
headquarters. Lots of men could be or- 
ganized and educated in revolutionary 
industrial unionism if only the check- 
off system would be abolished. 

Arguments on these views were ex- 
haustive: Katz, who had been organiz- 
ing in Pennsylvania, stated that from 

Crrsonal observation he gained the 
nowlcdgc that the coal miners in the 
anthracite district were waiting to be 
organized in the T. W. W.; that the 
United Mine Workers had lost alt pres- 
tige among them: that in a meeting 
called by the U. M. W. with their Na- 
tional Secretary-Treasurer Wilson as 
speaker, only 12 miners showed up. But 
i«i the anthracite region the United Mine 
Workers conld not enforce the check-off 
system, and therefore not get the fines 
and the black-mail system against rebels 
established, and if Ihey would try to 
do it there would be a revolt by the 
outraged slaves. 

Yates argued that he would oppose 
any dispensation, no matter what the 
circumstances might be; anyone who 
wishes to bring to the front industrial 
unionism as advocated by the I. W. W. 
should not run shy of the 15 cent tax to 
headquarters; so as to put the general 
administration in a shape to propagate 
the principles with more effect, because 
of a better financial backing; coal miners 
were earning, compartivety taken, high- 
er wages than textile workers, yet the 
latter never hesitate to put up their 
share to carry on the work of the or- 
ganization. 

A motion was made by Cole, second- 
ed by Katz, that the general organizer 
be authorized to nuke provisions that 
coal miners when organized in th* I. 
W. W. be allowed ten-cent dispensation 
In dues per month per member ; fa sock 
districts where the .chetk-of! system is 
established; tkb rale not to be Opera- 



tive in districts where the United Mine 
Workers' check-off system and fining 
system is not established. Motion car- 
ried. In favor: Cole, Williams, Katz. 
Against: Wm. Yates. 

The secretary-treasurer read a lengthy 
document submitted to the general ex- 
ecutive board by Local Union No. 163 
of Jersey City. N. J. ; with suggestions 
how to inaugurate a movement for an 
eight-hour day in the machine and 
metal industries. In the document were 
proposed tactics and plans as were ef- 
fectively operated in the eight-hour 
movement in France ; also a request was 
made to start the propaganda at once 
on the lines laid out; and ask that the 
circulars and working plans be put in 
print. 

Owing to the fact that the printing of 
the whole matter would necessitate an 
immediate expense of approximately 
$1,000, the board decided unanimously 
to postpone action temporarily, and the 
general secretary-treasurer was instruct- 
ed to convey the reason for such action 
to the local union of Jersey City, N. J. 

As the hour of 7 o'clock had arrived 
a motion was made by Cole, seconded 
bv Katz. that the board adjourn. Mo- 
tion carried. 

TUESDAY. DECEMBER 24TH, 1907. 

Meeting was called to order at 10 
o'clock A. M. by Chairman Williams. 

Charges of DcLeon against Connolly 
were taken up. Connolly was present, 
as were many others. 

Fellow Worker DcLeon began to sum 
up his statements. He started out with 
explaining the situation of a mm who 
is with one foot in the S. L P. and with 
tne other in the I. W. W.; that the in- 
jury .done to one foot must certainly 
also affect the other, that consequently 
the mischievous acts of one man in the 
S. L. P. must cast their reflex in the do- 
ings of the I. W. W. 

Lie went at length into discussion of 
the destructive effect of an article ap- 
pearing in the Industrial Union Bulletin 
of October 26th, No. 35, contributed by 
James Connolly, entitled "Wages and 
Prices." in which "Connolly uses The 
Bulletin to assail the record of the So- 
cialist Trades and Labor Alliance, by 
asserting that said Alliance had taught 
false economics, whilst in reality the 
claim of Connolly that prices go up 
first before wages are increased is ab- 
surd and a false doctrine to propound. 
That James Connolly had used I. W. W. 
stationery to communicate with others, 
interjecting therein Socialist Labor 
party disputes into the I. W. W. ; and 
one of such letters was introduced as 
evidence, btit not read, that James Con- 
nolly and his followers in the District 
Council of New York had started a 
movement against the "Daily People" 
plant in trying to enforce the rule that 
T. W. W. printers be employed in the 
plant, which would have surely resulted 
in a strike of A. F. of L. printers em- 
ployed in the plant: and no T. W. W. 
English printers available to operate the 
plant ; that that • was a premeditated 
plan to wreck and destroy "Daily Peo- 
ple": that the letter of Justh to him 
(DeLeon) was another connecting link to 
prove an organized effort to throw a 
fight into the I. W. W.; that the state- 
ment of the general secretary-treasurer 
in his report to the G. E. B. anent the 
Markley affair contained a paragraph in 
which it is stated that the "Diily Peo- 
ple is used against the I. W. W." gave 
rise to the suspicion that that was a 
part of a plan to discredit the loyalty 
of the People to the I. W. W. move- 
ment: that he had written to Trautmann 
letters asking for explanations on this 
as well as on the Connolly matter, that 
the latter replied on the "Markley af- 
fair." but failed to give satisfaction on 
the Connolly matter. That he, DeLeon, 
would certainly stand for the most rigid 
enforcement of discipline against men 
who would conduct themselves as Mark- 
ley did. 

At this point a member of the organ- 
izing committee of the District Council 
asked whether the District Council of 
New York would have a chance to be 
heard for the rebuttaj of statements 
made by DeLeon. 

Williams ruled that as long as the 
executive board allowed Fellow Worker 
DcLeon to present charges, the defend- 
ant, Connolly, had a right to summon 
all the witnesses he wants; including 
committees of the Industrial District 
Council. 

Trautmann here interrupted the com- 
plainant and stated that the Markley 
affair was a closed incident, all members 
of the G. E. B. approved the course 
taken in the matter; he denied that the 
reference in the report anent the "Daily 
People" was a premeditated attempt to 
injure that paper, as the clause referred 
to reads: "He (Markley) even used 
the columns of the 'Daily People' to 
misrepresent the I. W. W.," which was 

rven to be true; but if there should 
any anxiety about the reference he 
would gladly make the statement that 
the "Daily People" never consciously 
attempted to do injury to the I. W. W. 

DeLeon then continued to depict the 
career of James Connolly in Ireland, 
how the record of the man proves him 
to be a destroyer and wrecker of any 
movement he had been connected with; 
tint from Katz he had heard about Con- 
nolly's interference in tatvaster strike 
matters and the disastror results there- 
of : that he (Connolly) had ruined the 
Socialist Labor Party in Ireland. 

At this point T. J. Cole rose to ask 
a point of order. He wanted to know 
whether the chair would permit the 
injection of matters with which the 
I. W. W. had nothing to do; as for in- 
stance, the reference to Connolly's rec- 
ord in the Socialist Labor Party of Ire- 
land. 

The chair ruled that the point is well 
taken, and that such matters should not 
be injected because irrelevant . 

Wm. Yates asked whether the parties 
of the controversy had exhausted all 
previous resources of launching com- 
plaints before bringing the matter up 
before the General Executive Board and 
he asked for a ruling whether this mat- 
ter comes within the province of the 
G. E. B. 

The chair ruled that the parties to the 
controversy would have to go through 
the regular channels and the matter can 
only be presented to the general execu- 
tive board after all other resources have 
been exhausted. 

Katt appealed against the ruling of 
the chair. Katz stated the reasons for 
his appeal; he held that the matter 
should be decided and htvesrigi ~ 
the. ground that a eontlfotfonil . 
^ that a* writer * subject to 



supervision by the general executive 
board, and that Connolly by injecting in 
tne article referred to political party dif- 
ferences, as for instance his criticism of 
the Socialist Trades and Labor Alli- 
ance, was violating one of the estab- 
lished rules, and that therefore the G. 
E B. had jurisdiction in the case and 
could investigate the matter and enforce 
the law as regards the conduct of or- 
ganizers. 

Williams in explaining his ruling 
stated that the attitude of Connolly as 
organizer is* not involved; if there is 
proof of an organizer's objectionable 
conduct, especially when such an organ- 
izer is maintained by an Industrial Dis- 
trict Council, the general executive 
board may ask of a council to discipline 
such organizer, and failure of such 
council or a local union to comply may 
eventually cause the revocation of their 
charter; but as a local union is the 
smallest unit of the I. W. W. the gen- 
eral executive board must recognize the 
right of such unions to dispose of such 
matters first, and then if in the proper 
course such matters reach the genera! 
executive board, the same will know 
that all previous recourses have been 
exhausted; nor can the article of Con- 
nollv in The Bulletin be construed as 
an attempt to inject S. L P. matters 
into the I. W. W. ; inasmuch as the So- 
cialist Trades and Labor Alliance was 
■onsidcrcd an economic organization. 

Vote on the appeal was tsiken by roll- 
call: Katz voted not to sustain the 
chair; Cole. Yates and Williams voted 
to sustain the decision. The chair was 
sustained. 

Fellow Worker DeLeon asked the 
chair what course to pursue so that the 
matter may eventually reach the general 
executive board. 

The chair stated that charges of such 
nature must first be submitted to the 
local union of which the defendant is a 
member; an appeal may he taken to the 
Industrial District Council by either side 
to a controversy, and the last appeal can 
be taken to the general executive board 
if all other means are exhausted. He 
gave that as his ruling. 

Fellow Worker DeLeon asked whether 
there was nothing that could change the 
ruling of the general executive board. 
Chairman Williams stated that he cotiM 
see nothing that would prompt them to 
reverse that decision. 

This disposed of the matter, and other 
questions were immediately taken up. 

Katz asked whether he as member of 
the G. E. B. has a right to prefer 
charges on account of the conduct of 
an organizer of the I. W. W. ' He was 
asked to proceed with presentation of 
his charges upon which he would claim 
that Connollv is disqualified to act as 
organizer. Katz repeated his charges 
relating to the I^ancastcr strike; stated 
the cause of the strike, the gallant con- 
duct of the men and girls. He told 
about the return of these two men who 
had gone to New York and returned to 
".ancaster spreading the report of the 
statement alleged to have been made 
by Organizer Connolly; that McRoe was 
one of the young men who made these 
statements in the meeting, and as a result 
thereof many got discouraged and pre- 
cipitated a stampede back to their places. 

Connolly stated in reply that the two 
men who had come to New York were 
at the headquarters of the I. W. W., 
where they stated in presence of wit- 
nesses that they had a letter from Lan- 
caster in which it was stated that most 
of the men who had joined the union 
first had already returned to work and 
they were disheartened on account of 
that. His statement was: "It's hard to 
understand that the workers so soon 
after being organized, went out on 
strike," and that the statement was over- 
heard bv Fellow Worker Campbell. 

Campbell corroborated the statement 
of Connolly. 

Chairman Williams ruled that not 
sufficient evidence had been submitted 
by Katz to substantiate the charges 
against Fellow Worker Connolly. 

Katz asked a question relative to 
statements made regarding the organiz- 
ing of New York harbor workers. 

Connolly stated in reply that he had 
given a full report of what had trans- 
pired to ask from the general executive 
hoard specific points of instructions. He 
could only repeat what the official com- 
mittee of the Longshore Workers had 
told him and the organizing committee. 
If that committee had given him false 
information on any point, of which Con- 
nolly, however, was not aware, it was 
not his fault, and he should not be held 
responsible. 

Secretary Trautmann suggested that 
the organizers' matters be taken up. 
The board had decided not to send any 
organizer out until all obligations were 
settled: only those who could sustain 
themselves were to be allowed to stay 
in the field, and this is virtually being 
done by Walsh. Ettor and Williams. 
Hcslewood had his hands full in Mon- 
tana and is doing great work ; the locals 
of New England are contributing suffi- 
cient to keep Thompson in the field 
who, by his timely anval in Bridgeport, 
had secured $250 for the organizing 
fund; so that he, Thompson, is practi- 
cally also self-sustaining. Katz had to 
stay in Lancaster to conduct the fight, 
hut that being over, some other arrange- 
ments would have to be made, but 
finances would not permit the placing of 
any more organizers in the field. 

Fischer, in behalf of the Industrial 
District Council of New York, asked 
that Williams be permitted to stay in 
New York City, as there would be ample 
work for him among the harbor and 
metal workers. 

Yates explained that the New .Eng- 
land Conference may make arrange 
ments to allow Thompson, as being a 
harbor worker himself, to stay a few 
weeks in New York City, and they 
would then have Williams for a while. 

Motion made by Katz, seconded by 
Yates, that Fellow Worker Williams be 
placed immediately in Philadelphia, with 
the understanding that he should soon 
return to New York City, and later 
again proceed to Philadelphia. Motion 
carried. 

The situation in the anthracite region 
was again taken up. and prospects of or- 
ganizing the miners thoroughly consid- 
ered. 

The general secretary-treasurer stated 
that he would not guarantee prompt pay- 
ment to any organizer, especially since 
one-third of all members, If not more, 
are out of employment. Katt stated 
that he w ould ha ve to decline to act as 
organiser, because he is in such a "posi- 
tion that Ik/ wouM have to have the 
asatiratiol! of ^rothpt faymeac^' bjot be. 



would offer a motion that an organizer 
be stationed ui the Scranton, Pa., coal 
district as soon as finances permit 
Yates amended that within two months, 
if finances should permit, Katz be sta- 
tioned in the Scrantan district Motion 
as amended carried. 

Trautmann brought up the disparaging 
effect on the progress of the I. W. W., 
because the differences about the two 
political parties that claim to represent 
the working class politically are being 
brought into, the meetings and the work 
of the I. W. W., and suggested the adop- 
tion of a resolution setting forth the 
opinion of the general executive board 
on the matter. 

Cole moved, seconded by Yates, that 
a sequest be sent to all members, re- 
questing them to argue and settle the 
differences on matters appertaining to 
the two political parties that claim to 
represent the working class politically 
in the meetings of said parties; and not 
inject them into the I. W. W. ; but that 
they should bear in mind the declaration 
embodied in the preamble that the unifi- 
cation of the working class on the po- 
litical field is desirable. Motion carried. 

No further business being before the 
board, motion was made by Cole, sec- 
onded by Katz, to adjourn sine die. 
Motion carried. 

WM. E. TRAUTMANN, 
Gen. Sec'y-Treas. 



Textile Worktrs Hold 
Successful Meeting 

Following is a brief report of a meet-! 
ing hold in Now Bedford, Mass., Jan. 
19, under the auspices of Textile Work- 
ers' Industrial Union Local No. 157, 
"Polish Branch." The chairman, in a 
few briof remarks, opened the meeting 
and called upon Secretary Wm. Yates 
as first speaker and he outlined the con- 
dition of the working class in tho 
United States and the textile workers 
in particular; how efforts made upon the 
lines of craft unions were utterly in- 
adequate to copo with the conditions as 
they exist; he pointed out the disastrous 
strikes that have taken place in Pall 
River, New Bedford, Philadelphia; how 
fixers have scabbed on weavers and 
weavers scabbed on fixers, and spin- 
ners senbbed upon them all. He referred 
to the traitorous conduct of the so- 
enllcd Inbor lenders, which, coupled with 
the ignorance of the rank and file, was 
responsible for this condition of af- 
fairs; tho strike of the Boston newsboy* 
ngaiuxt the Boston American (Hearst's) 
and the said Boston American still be- 
ing published by union printers and car- 
ried the union label, and being sold on 
the streets of Boston by professional 
strike breakers, was pointed out as an- 
other example of the impotency of a 
craft union carrying on and wining a 
strike. Yates further pointed out that 
it is absolutely necessary to be organ- 
ized industrially, not only to wring con- 
cessions from the capitalist class, but to 
finallv overthrow this system of exploi- 
tation. 

The chairman then called upon Fel- 
low-Worker Adam Bigos, who spoke 
upon the condition of the working class 
in Poland and contrasted the condition 
of the workers there and here; bow they 
had been driven from their native land 
by one set of plunderers to be further 
plundered by another set of capital- 
ists far more unscrupulous than their 
former masters. Bigos, who is quite 
an orator, held the floor for 40 minutes 
and was listened to with marked atten- 
tion and at the conclusion of his talk 
received quite an ovation. Fellow- 
Worker Webert was then called upon 
and during his speech of one hour and a 
quarter gave the local capitalists and 
their lieutenants the grilling of their 
lives. Ho used the Interborough strike, 
of New York as an example of strikes 
fought on craft lines, and pointed out 
how the workers were betrayed by Gom- 
pers, Mahon and Stone: he also used 
the recent Civic Federation banquet in 
New York with splendid affect and 
worked his hearers up to a fine pitch of 
enthusiasm. 

At this point Webert paid bis respects 
to Mitchell and told how he had or- 

Sanized the coal miners into separate 
istricts with separate contracts to ex- 
pire at different times, and said all this 
had been done at the desire of the eoal 
barons; he also pointed out that with 
the eoal miners organized industrially 
we had the koy to the whole situation. 

He then told of the conspiracy in the 
west, how Moyer, Haywood and Petti- 
bone bad been kidnaped and held al- 
most two years before being tried, bow 
they had emerged triumphantly from 
the bastile of Idaho. The conditions 
in Ooldfield were next touched upon 
and tho part St. John had played there; 
how he, St. John, bad been literally 
riddled with bullets, how the capitalist 
press had treated the affair, and that 
Mullaney was being fawned upon and 
petted like any other pet poodle of the 
capitalist class. Webert elosed by ex- 
plaining the system of organization, and 
told that local 157 was divided for edu- 
cational purposes into four language 
branches. Taken all in all, it was one 
of the finest metings that has ever been 
held in this city and speaks volumes for 
the organizing ability of Webert and 
our Polish fellow-workers. In this 
Polish branch there are probably three 
or fonr men who can take the plat- 
form, and they arc willing at all times 
to visit any of the surrounding cities 
for propnganda purposes for bare ex- 
penses. These men should be kept at 
work; they are good material and will- 
ing. There were 400 present and they 
stayed to the finish. 

Wm. Yates. 
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From the Mexican 
Defense Committee 

Los Angeles, Jan. 20, 1908. 

Comrades and Fellow- Workers: We 
are writing yon in behalf of the al- 
leged Mexican revolutionists, Messrs. 
Magon, Yillarreal, Rivera and 8erabia. 
Three of these men were arrested here 
on the 23rd of August last, and have 
been imprisoned on one charge or an- 
other ever since that date. The Mexi- 
can government has tried in every way 
to extradite these men to Mexico. Fail- 
ing in this they have determined to 
keep them in prison upon some eharge 
in this eonntry, in order that they might 
not eonduet their agitation by corre- 
spondence in Mexico. This is a perse- 
cution, and we are able to state that 
mueh of the essential evidenee pro- 
duced at the hearing was perjured and 
forged. Without tho perjured testimony 
of Vnsquex and the forged instrument, 
which they elaim is a roster of officers, 
there eould be no conviction. 

It may be necessary to carry this 
matter to the United States Supreme 
Court on appeal. We would not hesi- 
tate to go to Arizona if we thought it 
were at all likely that we would have 
a trial there; but we have an affidavit 
in our possession to the effeet that Capt. 
Furlong, the detective, said that they 
did not care whether the charges were 
true; that all they wanted was to get 
the men to Arizona, and then they 
would take them over the line where 
they wanted them. You must know 
that Mr. Serabia was kidnaped by Mex- 
ican agents, co-operating with the 
American officers at Douglas, and was 
taken over the line into Mexico on 
June 30th, 1907. However, be was re- 
turned by order of the American gov- 
ernment. Tf. however, these men are 
tnken over the line they will be shot. 

Mr. Furlong testified at the hearing 
that he arrested thces men without a 



warrant, and that he was paid by tho 
Mexican government to do ft. 

The first eharge made against the 
men after their arrest was that of re- 
sisting a public offieer; next with mur- 
der in Mexico and entering this eonn- 
try contrary to the immigration law*; 
the next was Hbel in Missouri; the next 
was murder and robbery in Mexieo. 
AU of these charges have been sue- 
eesafnlly resisted. They were then 
charged with conspiring to violate the 
neutrality law, and are sought to be 
taken to Arizona, where the conspir- 
acy is claimed to have been entered 
into, which would give Arizona iurisdJo- 
tion of the offense. This would give a 
reason to transport the men into that 
territory. They would then have them 
near the Mexieaa line, and eould take 
them over without difficulty. 

We are writing yon these faets that 
yon may know the danger in which 
these men are placed and will be placed 
in the near future, and that yon may 
know that we are sorely in need of 
funds for their defense. Being in prison, 
they are unable to reach their friends 
bv correspondence, and hence are una- 
ble to raise funds themselves. # 

Trusting that you will be able to as- 
sist us in raising money for their de- 
fense, we are, respectfully yours. 

DEFENSE COMMITTEE. 

P. 8.— Please forward all funds to 
Mrs. Mamie Shea, Secretary-Treasurer, 
No. 688 Ruth Ave., Los Angeles, Cal. 

Bonj. T. Weber, Cor.-8ee. 



At several important industrial cen- 
ters last week the I. W. W. was success- 
ful in holding unemployed demonstra- 
tions without having heads battered or 
getting into jail. Seattle's jobless army, 
8,000 strong, sent a committee with 
I. H. Walsh of the I. W. W. at its 
head, to visit the mayor, who confessed 
his inability to do anything. The only 
salvation for these thousands of unem- 
ployed men is in industrial organization 
and the control of the jobs which such 
organization necessarily means. 
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OUR BOOK LIST 



ELOW we give a partial list of boob 
which we are prepared to supply to 
readers of this paper. As will be seen 
the Kst contains many of the books with 
the contents of which Industrial Union- 
ists should be familiar. They range from light, but 
instructive pamphlets, to the scientific and philosophical 
works of Labriola, Morgan and Marx. Any book in 
the* list will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of price, 
and we ask all members of the organization and 
readers of this paper to order their boob from us. 

REMIT PRICE WITH YOUR ORDER 

Capital. Volume L Marx 12.00 

Capital* Volume II. Marx 2.00 

The Ancient Lowly. Volume L Ward 2.00 

The Ancient Lowly, Volume U. Ward 2X0 

Ancient Society. Morgan » I JO 

Economic Foundation* of Society. Loria 125 

Essays on Materialistic Conception of History. Labriola . . • 1 4)0 

Socialisnf and Philosophy. Labriola 1.00 

Landmark* of Scientific Soctahsm. Engels 1.00 

The Evolution of Property. La Fargue IjOO 

Revolution and Coirter-Reroluboo. Marx I XX) 

Woman- Under Socialism. Bedel 1.00 

The Iron Tnsvet.. Eugene Sue 75 

Hktory of a Proletarian Family. Eugene Sue. 73 

The Silver Cross. Sue JO 

The Coldea Sickle-Sav.* .50 

Aristotle's Essays . JSO 

Darwm's Coral Reefs JO 

Ibsea's Pillar* of Society JSO 

Plato's Republic J0 

Socialism : Utopian and Scientific Engels JO 

The Social Revolution. Kautsky JO 

Collectivism and Industrial Evolution. Vauderveldt JO 

Tho Origin of the Family. Engels JO 

Ethics sad the Materialist CoacefmM of History. Aauttky JO 

Positive School of Criminology. Ferri -SO 

The CtvU .War in France. Marx 25 

American Industrial Evolution. Ebert 15 

Cmmamnat Manifesto. Marx and Engels AS 

The Pttamble of the I. W. W. DeLeon J05 

Reform or Revolution. De Leon M 

The Biwsing (Wioc of Trades UsInsaW DeLeon M 

What Meamtfta Strike? ^DeLeon JOS 

Debs jOS 

■ ALL ORDERS FAXED PROMFTLYammssasmammi 



WM. E. TRAUTMANN 

310 Bush Temple : : CHICAGO, ILL 



Order for Subscription Cards 



Wm. E. Trautmann, G. S. T. 

Industrial Workers of the World: 
1 am Interested in eitending the 
circulation of Tit MnuUUslM Marti 

and wish you would send me 

Subscription Cards as follows: 
Cards for One Year 



Cards for Six Months 

I agree to sell the cards at 60 cents 
and W cents each, and forward to you 
all money received at least once a 
month. 

Name ••• 



Street No... 



Member of tool »■ * 



To know what Industrial 
Uaianistn is yon niunt read 
what id said about it by its 
friends and what it says for 
itself; only in that way can 
its present aims and ultimate 
purposes be understood. The 
following are recommended 
to workingmen who deairv to 
learn what Industrial Union- 
ism is: 

RuAook if lidBstrlil Moita, Se 
Cwtltitlwiftfcil.W.W., Sc 
Rtftrt if SKrittTT Trtifiin, 5c 
"unWMVtofar&tt Si 
"Imlit QmsIIm tf Trite 

MlllS*,'' sytfelass, Si 

"Mta.UW.W.hia^" 

ByaSaUaa, Si 

- 25e 
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